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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) RECURRENT 2012–13 BILL 2012 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) CAPITAL 2012–13 BILL 2012 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR P. ABETZ (Southern River) [7.02 pm]: The other item I want to briefly mention is my delight in seeing 
funding in the state budget for 100 additional child health nurses. Serving on the Education and Health Standing 
Committee, I am well aware of the desperate need for more child health nurses to improve primary health care 
amongst our young children.  
I want to move on to local issues that are addressed in the budget for my electorate of Southern River. I refer to 
the Nicholson Road–Garden Street–Yale Road roundabout, and the need for more sports grounds. I will firstly 
refer to the roundabout. I have been working on that issue since being elected. In fact before I was elected I 
pledged to fight for the upgrade of roads in the area, particularly that roundabout. While I was working hard on 
that issue, it seems the Labor Party lay fairly low, because this roundabout had been a problem for the last four 
or five years of the previous Labor administration. It did nothing to assist the City of Gosnells to address the 
issue. It is on the public record that I have been working on this roundabout. The Comment News of 
25 November 2008 records me saying that for over two hours every morning and every night the traffic chokes 
up around there. It was reported on 10 March 2009 that I met with the then transport minister, Hon Simon 
O’Brien, to discuss the issue. The article states — 

Transport Minister Simon O’Brien is being urged to tackle increasing road congestion … 

In May 2009, I invited the Premier to Canning Vale. The roundabout was one of the priority areas we discussed. 
An interview with a journalist, which was recorded in the Comment News of 5 May, states — 

“The Premier was very receptive to the traffic issues facing Southern River …  

It was my representations to the Minister for Transport that led to the commissioning of a Main Roads Western 
Australia study to investigate traffic flow at the roundabout. It then modelled various solutions and so on. In May 
2011, I made a submission seeking funding on behalf of the City of Gosnells to address the roundabout issue. As 
no detailed costings were available, I was unsuccessful in that application. In July 2011, Main Roads issued its 
report and provided it to the City of Gosnells. It recommended some engineering solutions, including new slip 
roads, metering and what have you. I will not go into the details of that at this point. Once the Main Roads study 
was released, the Labor side of politics realised that all my hard work might be paying off. It seems the Labor 
Party cranked up the old Labor spin machine. Somehow I seem to recall that the member for Gosnells, who had 
been silent on the issue until then, was suddenly reported in the local media as taking credit for the Main Roads 
study being done. But a check with the Minister for Transport’s office informed me that the first letter they had 
ever received from the member for Gosnells about the roundabout was dated December 2011. Knowing that a 
formal funding submission for the upgrade in the current budget was underway—because I had made that clear 
to the City of Gosnells; they have some strong Labor councillors—the Leader of the Opposition, with the 
member for Gosnells and the Labor candidate for Southern River, rushed down to Canning Vale in my electorate 
for a photo shoot at the roundabout to announce that if the Labor Party is elected, it would allocate $1.5 million 
for this project! But they forgot to check with the City of Gosnells as to what the project would cost. I checked 
with the City of Gosnells and they said it would cost $3 million. So, the Labor Party will need a little more than 
$1.5 million! Then the Labor spin machine succeeded in misleading the poor Labor candidate for Southern 
River, who, incidentally, does not live in the electorate, so is not aware of what I had been doing. The Labor spin 
machine somehow conned her into a wonderful gaff that was reported in the Gosnells Examiner.  

Several members interjected.  

Mr P. ABETZ: She is quoted in the Gosnells Examiner. Let me tell members what she said.  

Ms J.M. Freeman: She is a good candidate, isn’t she? 

Mr P. ABETZ: Some locals in my electorate tell me she is just in the wrong party! Anyway, she said — 

… Member for Southern River Peter Abetz has had a number of years to deliver on his promises to the 
electorate but has failed to do so.  

“Peter Abetz has had four years to deliver on issues like a new sports ground for the community and 
also important road upgrades, but what is happening on both these fronts?” she said. 
“Any new developments in these areas now can only be viewed as buying votes in the lead up to next 
year’s election.” 
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The amazing thing is that she says, “What’s happening?” She does not know what is happening! The very same 
edition of the Gosnells Examiner tells her, because under the heading “Moving forward for new sports ground, 
feasibility study”, there is a picture of me with the Premier and the Mayor of Canning. That is interesting 
because that photo was taken in July—eight months earlier. What have I been doing? It is right there. If that was 
not enough, let me turn a few pages. I find an article headed “Weekend rally announced”. The article 
commences — 

Member for Southern River Peter Abetz has invited the residents of Southern River, Canning Vale and 
Huntingdale to a public meeting on April 28 to resolve to end the traffic congestion at the Nicholson 
Road–Garden Street–Yale Road roundabout.  

Guess what Peter Abetz has been doing? She does not know! Well, well, well; I do feel very sorry for her that 
she was not better informed. But never mind.  

Mr F.A. Alban: We have an interesting candidate in our electorate as well, member.  

Mr P. ABETZ: That is good.  

Close to 100 people turned up at the rally, even though the weather was threatening. Not to be outdone, the 
Labor candidate for Southern River letterboxed the Boardwalk area of my electorate. She took the famous 
Leader of the Opposition down there for a park meeting on a Saturday. I could not be there, so I asked one of my 
Liberal Party branch members who had rung me to say, “Peter, they have letterboxed the area. Do you want me 
to go along?” I said, “Go along, and tell me what happens.” Guess what? He rang me that night and said, “Peter, 
there was this massive crowd there. I made up 50 per cent of the crowd!” He is not a big bloke!  

Mr F.A. Alban: We had a forum in Ellenbrook just like that. It must be Labor policy to have small ones. They 
are intimate! 
Mr P. ABETZ: It probably was. Not to be deterred, Labor stooge Sam Youssef wrote to the local newspaper 
and claimed — 

The Barnett Government has stuffed up the roads and stuffed up the trains. 

He was referring to the Canning Vale area. A week later, another Labor stooge wrote in. These Labor stooges 
seem to have no historic knowledge of the local area, or they have no hesitation in rewriting history to cover up 
Labor’s past follies. I remind this house that it was Richard Court’s Liberal government that had the plans drawn 
up and bought the land for the southern railway that comes through Canning Vale, with stations at 
Nicholson Road, Canning Vale Markets and Jandakot Airport. The unused train tunnel under the freeway near 
Cockburn Central bears mute testimony to this. The Nicholson Road roundabout issue was to be addressed as 
part of the railway station works but, as we know, the Labor government scuttled those plans in 2002 and instead 
decided to run the railway all the way up the freeway. The result was that Canning Vale missed out on its much-
needed railway stations. Tragically, Labor even planned to sell the land for the Canning Vale railway stations. 
One of the first things I did after I was elected was visit the Minister for Transport, with the mayor of Gosnells, 
Olwen Searle, to urge him not to sell the land. We received an undertaking that the Barnett government would 
not sell the land. The Canning Vale railway station is now on the official long-term transport plan for Perth, 
although it is a bit too long term for me; I want it brought forward, and I will continue to fight for that.  
I return to the Nicholson Road roundabout. Given that the project has been costed at $3 million — 
Mr D.A. Templeman: When are you sponsoring the prostitution bill that came into Parliament? When’s it going 
to come in? Have you stopped that too? You must be scared of the Attorney General. He’s shaking in his boots! 
Mr P. ABETZ: We will worry about that later.  
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
Mr P. ABETZ: I will have to seek the Speaker’s protection.  
Mr D.A. Templeman: I am very ferocious. 
Mr P. ABETZ: These tigers from Mandurah; I do not know! 
Given that the project has been costed at $3 million, I asked for full funding to be included in this budget. By the 
grace of the Minister for Transport or the Treasurer—I am not too sure who makes those decisions—some 
$2.3 million has been allocated to the City of Gosnells. In fact, at 8.30 am on the Tuesday just gone I had the 
pleasure of standing at the roundabout at Nicholson Road to witness the ceremonial handover of a cheque for 
$1 million to the mayor of the City of Gosnells by the Minister for Transport to enable the first phase of the 
project to be commenced immediately. A further $1.33 million will be made available from this year’s 
metropolitan region scheme funding, which should see this longstanding traffic chaos spot remedied. 
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The other thing that I have been working on is the Bannister Road and Nicholson Road intersection, which is 
fully funded for work. The City of Canning’s mayor and the councillors, in their folly, decided not to proceed 
with that project. That is what holds up the traffic in the mornings. The mayor decided that it was not worth 
doing at this point. It was all set to go in July. In fact, the staff had already asked Western Power to shift the 
power pole. That is now in the middle of a roadway because they were ready to go, but the council has overruled 
it. I have been able to put enough public pressure on the council that it has decided to call tenders for the upgrade 
work. I am not quite sure why it called in tenders because it has a work crew that is quite capable of doing it but 
at least it is moving forward.  
The other thing in the budget that I am very thankful for is funding for lot 166, Clifton Road sports complex. My 
electorate is desperately short of sports grounds. I have been looking for a site suitable for the development of a 
sports complex. We located a 66-hectare site, lot 166, Clifton Road, Canning Vale. It is between the old Canning 
Vale tip and Jandakot airport. Because it was an old sand quarry, there is no native vegetation to worry about. 
That has got the tick. I took the Premier and the Minister for Sport and Recreation out there. They approved the 
concept. The City of Canning was quite keen to advance it. It allocated $50 000 in its budget to do a feasibility 
study. I was able to get $25 000 from the Department of Sport and Recreation and $25 000 from the Department 
of Planning. It is basically a 50–50 matching from local government for the planning and feasibility study phase. 
A working group is just getting things underway. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Moving forward. 
Mr P. ABETZ: Yes, we are moving forward. This extra funding of $1 million in the budget allows the project to 
move forward. There is $500 000 in this year’s budget and $500 000 in the forward estimates. I will make sure 
that it means something. Obviously, the whole project will cost a lot more than $1 million but it is certainly a 
good start. Once the feasibility study has been completed and detailed costings for the first stage of the project 
are drawn up, I will make strong representations to secure further funding for the City of Canning to enable the 
project to proceed to completion. I will also assist the city to acquire federal government contributions if that 
should prove necessary.  
In closing, I shall make a quick comment for the benefit of the member for Armadale, who is not in the chamber. 
I seem to recall that in response to the speech of the member for Gosnells yesterday, he said something along the 
lines that the Nicholson Road roundabout will not be funded under the Barnett government. The member for 
Armadale may have many gifts and talents but it seems to me that prophecy is not one of them.  
MS J.M. FREEMAN (Nollamara) [7.16 pm]: I will not try to prophesy why I am here; I will stick to the facts 
before us. I am grateful for the opportunity to respond to the budget. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: It was a very good “moving forward” speech. It was the same one he did last year or the 
year before. 
Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I do not think this budget moves us forward; in fact, I think this budget moves us back. 
The Leader of the Opposition’s speech clearly articulated the bad decisions made by this government, in 
particular, to make households pay for its prolific spending. In this budget the average household will be paying 
an extra $163 for its household charges. In 2008, a household using 5 801 kilowatts of power was paying $902. 
From July the same household using that amount of power will be paying $1 415. That is an increase of 62 per 
cent. Water prices have increased over 40 per cent over the past four years and gas prices have increased by 
57 per cent. Compared to 2008, households are now paying an extra $1 100. That was clearly articulated by the 
Leader of the Opposition. We also know that the forward estimates, despite what the Premier said about not 
looking at the forward estimates, make it clear that the community has another 25 per cent increase to suffer over 
the next three years. This is in an environment where this tax-and-spend government has not shared the benefits 
of the booms with the suburbs but focused on big city projects so that it may be able to leave a legacy but 
nothing for the suburbs. I thought about this as I was writing this speech. I looked up the quote about the 
emperor Nero fiddling while Rome—or in this case, the suburbs—burns. That is probably not apt given what has 
happened in the past year or so in some of our suburbs but it is certainly the case in the suburbs that I represent, 
because what they need is not being delivered.  

I want to point out that the WA economy has delivered a 32 per cent increase in revenue over the past four years. 
That is a massive benefit to the WA government that it has not shared with the community. If the average wage 
of $1 292.60 for the August quarter of 2008, not even the median wage or the minimum wage, had grown at the 
same rate that revenue for government has grown over the past four years, the average wage would now be 
$1 706.23. It would be $179.43 greater than the average weekly earnings in 2012, which is $1 526.80. If people’s 
income had grown at the same rate as the income of this government, they may be able to bear the costs that this 
government has placed upon them, but their income has not grown at the same rate. If we look at median wages, 
they have not grown at the same rate because average wages take in both really large wages and very small 
wages. People do not have the capacity to meet the costs that this government is placing upon them. The gap is 
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almost $180, money that families could have done with, given the massive increases that they have sustained. 
These figures do not illustrate how this income is distributed. The household income and income distribution 
survey released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics in August 2011—ABS 6523.0, 2009–10—found that the 
top 30 per cent of WA households have increased their incomes by over five per cent since 2007–08 while the 
bottom 60 per cent of household incomes either stagnated or went backwards by nearly five per cent over the 
same time. Since this government has been in office, we have seen Western Australia’s income inequality 
increase to a level at which a household in the top 10 per cent in our community makes 4.8 times as much 
income as a household in the bottom 10 per cent. It is therefore little wonder that those who live in the leafy 
green suburbs of the Treasurer’s electorate have little understanding of what the community is experiencing. 

People can sit there and say, “Oh, it’s just pure stats; you can make anything add up the way you want it to,” but 
submissions to the recent state wage case have included the consumer price index changes between March 2008 
and 2011. Based on an Australian Bureau of Statistics consumer price index table of March 2012, which 
members can access, it was revealed that food and alcoholic beverages are up by seven per cent; rents by 
25.1 per cent; and water and sewerage by 36.7 per cent. The opposition has said 40 per cent for 2012, so we are 
pretty much on the ball. Electricity increased by 56.9 per cent; we are saying 62 per cent, so we are on the ball. 
Gas and other household fuels, 69.8 per cent; that is above the 62 per cent the opposition says happened in 2012. 
Health costs increased by 19.7 per cent; urban transport fares by 12.5 per cent; education by 27.7 per cent; and 
insurance and financial services by 10.4 per cent. Real minimum wage change, taking out CPI and all those 
things, is up by 1.5 per cent. Nominal minimum wage change, which takes into account those things, is 8.9 per 
cent. It is little wonder that people are bearing the costs of what this government is doing. 

I am a member of the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation, and it is no surprise to me that this 
budget shows that other fees and charges, which include licence fees, have increased by 38 per cent since 2008. 
I see those gazettal increases coming across my desk each time, and they keep pushing the CPI increases on 
those sorts of fees. Despite the fact that the government thinks that it can extract a two per cent efficiency 
dividend from the public sector, that is being played out while the government pushes up the charges and fees for 
the services that are delivered out there every time people visit a government department. Revenue from public 
corporations has increased by 44 per cent over that period. The people who are paying for this government’s 
increases are out there in the suburbs. 

The inequity that is occurring in our community and people’s incapacity to find out what is going on is well 
demonstrated in the allocation of $130 million to meet the community housing need of some 433 homes; that 
will not even put a dent in the problem. I am concerned about what that $130 million actually means, because the 
government has talked about new affordable housing measures to go “towards” the construction of 433 homes, 
not “to construct”. I am particularly concerned because I asked a question on notice, prior to the budget, about 
how many new houses would be built in the Mirrabooka area. The waiting lists in the north metropolitan area are 
skyrocketing. The answer: not one in the new year; zero. The member for Morley will be pleased to know that 
some will be built in Nollamara; seven, I think it was. The money that the government is going to allocate 
towards housing is not enough, given that the Leader of the Opposition revealed today that 51 000 people are on 
the public housing waiting list. 
The St Vincent de Paul Society argues persuasively that housing is a human right, and one that is being denied to 
more than 100 000 people throughout Australia. Members should think about that. Every night, 100 000 people 
in Australia are homeless, and that is, as the St Vincent de Paul Society points out, a persistent denial of the right 
to housing for so many men, women and children, and a powerful reminder of how unequal Australian society is. 
I see the ramifications of this inequity every day. Waiting times for public housing are expected to increase from 
113 weeks last year to more than 130 weeks in the coming year. There are 52 weeks in a year; we are waiting 
two and a half to three years for housing. The response by the department to this demand is to suggest bond and 
rent assistance in the private rental market. Anglicare, in its recent snapshot of the Western Australian rental 
market, confirmed what we all know—the private rental market is out of reach for those most in need in our 
community. 

I want to tell members about Cherie Pearce. She is currently listed on a priority basis for three-bedroom 
accommodation in the north central zone, with a listing date of 2 November 2010. Remember, we are now in 
2012, and she is priority listed, from 2 November 2010. The department has told her that it is currently assisting 
priority applicants listed for the same type of accommodation and zone from June 2009. Ms Pearce and her two 
children are currently homeless; her 18-month-old son is prone to chest infections and needs a home with 
adequate healthy cooking facilities, safety and warmth. He has to constantly go to Princess Margaret Hospital for 
Children to have his chest infections treated. Ms Pearce is desperate to offer stable ongoing accommodation to 
her children. This is a woman who worked in the mines in the Pilbara; as a result of a situation with her partner, 
linked to her child’s health issues, she is now in a situation she never thought she would be in: she is homeless. 
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She wants to provide for the health and welfare of her children. She tells me constantly, “I don’t take drugs; I’ve 
worked; I’ve paid taxes; I don’t drink. All I want to do is provide for my family.” Members will recall that, the 
Friday before last, the weather turned really wet and horrible and there were weather warnings. Having lived in a 
car with her family for the previous four days, Ms Pearce was desperate. I contacted various agencies and was 
able to get her emergency accommodation for 10 days. I contacted a whole group of people and pleaded, and she 
was eventually housed with her family in a hotel. 

I recently asked a question of the minister representing the Minister for Child Protection. I asked how many 
private motel vouchers had been issued by the Department of Housing to meet the urgent housing needs of the 
community. The answer was that the department had provided 671 instances of financial assistance to 488 clients 
in relation to accommodation during the period 1 July 2010 to 31 May 2011. That was a year ago. How many 
instances there are now, I have not been told. The style of accommodation is not recorded in the client 
information system, and the figure may include hotels, hostels, motels, lodges, caravan parks and other kinds of 
private accommodation. Ms Pearce housed her family in a hotel for 10 days, and during that time we continued 
to advocate for housing for her and to look for housing. She now finds herself homeless again; she cannot afford 
private rental. I talked to Ms Pearce again this morning—she is living in her car—and I impressed upon her the 
need to seek private accommodation and show that she has been doing so, as well as contacting Crisis Care. She 
said that she has continuously tried to get private rental, but that every time she turns up for a property, there are 
20 to 30 other people putting in applications. 

This personal situation is confirmed by Anglicare WA, which analysed print and online advertisements for 3 828 
private rentals across the state, and found that only 29 properties were affordable for people on benefits or 
pensions—less than one per cent of the market—and that these were mostly in the south of Western Australia. 
The capacity of minimum wage earners to pay market rents was included in the review. It was discovered that 
less than two per cent of the market was affordable for families on a minimum wage in Perth; we are not just 
talking about pensioners and people receiving Centrelink benefits. These results demonstrate that the issue of 
rental affordability extends beyond just those on benefits, and is a serious problem for minimum wage earners 
too. 

Ian Carter, the chief executive officer of Anglicare, has said that the state government has done the research and 
the consultation, and understands the solutions that will combat the shortage of affordable housing. It is now 
time to invest heavily in those strategies and start getting more social housing on the ground. The community 
cannot wait any longer. 
There are 433 houses, but they are not building them; they are moving towards building them. The response 
needed is not 433 houses. What concerns me also is the response to a recent question on notice in which I 
referred to housing in my particular area. Every time I get to my feet in this place, I raise the fact that there are 
seven hectares of vacant Department of Housing land at 60 and 61 Milldale Way, Mirrabooka. It continues to sit 
vacant. It continues to be a demonstration of this government’s failure to act on the affordability crisis, as it has 
failed to sell or develop that land. I write a letter once every three months and get the same response. I put a 
question on notice every alternate three-month period. What is the government doing about that land? The 
government has a housing affordability crisis. There are seven hectares of land in my electorate that the 
government leaves as urban decay in the Mirrabooka area. It is a social blight on the area and nothing is done. 
The government constantly says, “Yes, yes, we’re working on it. Yes, yes, we’re doing plans for it. Yes, yes, 
we’re thinking about it. Yes, yes, we think we might be able to do something in six months.” So I go back to the 
government in six months; there is still nothing done. I am concerned, and I will continue to be concerned, that 
such a large piece of land, relatively close to the inner city, remains unused, when timely land releases and social 
housing properties are an imperative, given Western Australia’s chronic housing shortage. 

When I talk to these desperate people who come into my office, they look for the reasons why they cannot access 
the help they need. Housing is a basic human right, as identified by the St Vincent de Paul Society. These people 
look to blame others, and that is my other concern. We are creating social discord in our community because we 
are not responding to the housing needs of our community. With 1 000 people a week coming to Western 
Australia, my concern is the comments that I hear from people who are suffering in the housing crisis and who 
are overcrowding other tenancies. When they ring my office and talk about their desperate need for housing and 
how they cannot get private rentals, they make statements such as, “All the refugees are getting houses. It’s the 
refugees who are taking our houses.” It does not help that I can point out to them that, on average, Australia 
accepts about 13 500 refugees and humanitarian entrants each year; 1 300 of these people are settled in WA each 
year. Therefore, of the 1 000 who come to Western Australia each week, only about 20 are refugees. 

[Member’s time extended.] 
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Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Most of those people are families with children. They are not taking the houses. But the 
crisis is at such a level that those disadvantaged people criticise others in our community who are disadvantaged, 
and this is really at an ultimate cost to our society as a whole. It is such an issue that we have to address it. If we 
do not address this crisis that we have in housing, we will have social discord. We will have a situation of people 
feeling very aggrieved about what others have because we have a society with needs that cannot be met. 

I also want to talk about housing maintenance. I note the KPMG report that showed that the Barnett government 
had not prepared a basic business model before signing the $300 million maintenance contract. Boy, do I know 
that! When I go out and talk to the residents who are looking to have their housing maintained, boy do I know 
that there must not have been a business model for this. The report revealed that not only is the performance of 
the head contractors consistently worse under the new model, but also there is no way to measure the quality of 
the new contract. I can give members an example. It is called 39 Koondoola Avenue, Koondoola. That property 
is located across from the Koondoola tavern and diagonal to the Koondoola Plaza Shopping Centre. There are 
significant issues regarding the security of the property and vehicles because of where the property is located. 
Trespassers go onto the property regularly and make a nuisance of themselves because they have been drinking. 
They might undertake illegal drug activities there and, in the worst-case scenario, they will threaten the residents 
when the residents come out to move them on. 
The residents have to deal with their security lights going out because the department does not clean the gutters. 
Because leaves get into the gutters and sit there, it sets off the lights so that they trip. When the residents lodge a 
request to get their security lights fixed, it takes 14 days to get them fixed. Meanwhile, they are sitting in the 
darkness, while a whole bunch of people whose behaviour is not particularly great come into the area. What sort 
of maintenance is that? What sort of prevention is that? This all started happening when the work went to 
contractors. What happened previously was that the department would deal with it, and it knew the trigger 
points. The residents also want security gates. The department keeps saying to them, “No, no. You’ve got 
security lights. You don’t need security gates. Your security lights are sufficient.” But the security lights go off 
all the time. But, hey, they cannot have security gates because they have security lights! Members can imagine 
their frustration. These people love where they live. They are a vibrant part of that community. They have a little 
community going in their area. They just want proper maintenance of their units. They look after their units. We 
are not talking about problem tenants or any of that sort of stuff. They just need something that is efficient and 
effective and based on a proper business case. The head contractor model of outsourcing of the housing 
maintenance was an ideologically driven process to privatise a service that was already being well delivered. 

In another Mirrabooka complex, the people had to wait almost a month before the stairs lighting at their complex 
was fixed. That stairs lighting was for elderly residents. I rang the department and said, “If one of these elderly 
people fall down the stairs, you’re going to be mightily aggrieved by this, so you’d better come and fix it.” 
There was the report of the death of a gentleman—I cannot think of his name—in the department’s William 
Street complex in Perth. He had been left there for a number of months. One of the critical recommendations of 
the report done by the Department of Housing was that there were not enough staff. The staff were overworked 
and did not have the capacity to keep up with administration work. I am really concerned that with a further two 
per cent cut in staff resources that the Department of Housing cannot afford, we will see worse. What is worse is 
that when we were in the budget briefing yesterday, we were told that that two per cent is cumulative over the 
forward estimates and into the following four years. That is a five per cent cut in public sector staff, and a major 
report says that staff shortages are one of the issues that the Department of Housing faces in being able to deliver 
appropriate services. That is appalling and it is an indictment on this government. 
I will deal with health in our community. I want to raise an ongoing issue, which is the lack of doctors in the 
community. This issue is raised with me by the local community. There is a problem accessing doctors, in 
particular doctors who can appropriately deal with the diverse community in the area, such as a woman doctor 
for Muslim women. There is also now no doctor’s surgery in Balga. The last doctor’s surgery in Balga closed, so 
there is currently no practice in Balga. There is one in Westminster, the Stirling Central Medical Group. There 
are two solo doctor practices in Koondoola, and the doctors have announced their retirement. They are not 
accepting new patients. There are two solo practices in Girrawheen, and the doctors have considerably scaled 
down their practices and are not accepting new patients. The Princess Road Medical Centre closed in April 2012. 
The doctors then had to relocate. Apart from the fact that the patients had to pay to get their records, even though 
this centre closed, these are people who need access to a doctor in their community. They do not have great 
access to public transport. People cannot go across suburbs for medical treatment. So it is a real difficulty in the 
community. 

I am working with the pharmacist in Balga to try to re-establish a medical practice, but there is a lot of confusion 
around that because there are categories. One is the Western Australian Department of Health unmet area of 
need, which is a state application. There is also a district of workforce shortages application, which is a federal 
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application. People have to submit the federal application, but they cannot be successful until they get the area of 
unmet need application approved. It appears that the area of unmet need application is unnecessary red tape and 
that the state government is just trying to keep some influence over the process. It is a completely pointless 
process. It is cumbersome and confusing and draws doctors away from a system that is trying to get access to 
doctors. An unmet area of need does not bring the outcome that is sought—that is, access to overseas-trained 
doctors. It is simply a precursor, almost a ticket, to the next stage, which in all likelihood the federal government 
will look at, in terms of the district of workforce shortage and whether the doctor will get a Medicare benefits 
number and therefore can deliver that service. This needs urgent attention because people in areas of high need 
cannot access the service that they require. I note the speech of the shadow spokesperson for health and the lack 
of funding to address the doctor shortage in Western Australia. This is what people in Balga are experiencing; it 
is what people are experiencing in our suburbs. Health Workforce Australia predicts that there will be a 
nationwide shortage of 109 000 nurses and 2 700 doctors by 2025. Therefore, it is a concern and the government 
needs to act. The government needs to assist these communities to have a doctor in their local area.  
I, like my colleagues, welcome the $58 million four-year commitment to fund 100 new child health nurses and 
10 new child and parent centres for vulnerable children. Early childhood intervention is vital; therefore, the 
$56 million cut to the Department for Child Protection is devastating for many in the community that I represent.  
I welcome Mark McGowan’s comments about the police presence in the suburbs, on the ground and in the 
community. A permanent police presence in the community is absolutely of benefit to the community. The 
member for Morley will understand that I am part of the process that set up the police and community team in 
Nollamara around the Nollamara shops. This process brings together police, community, businesses and the 
council—the City of Stirling in this case—and some other critical organisations in the area, such as the RSL and 
a couple of the churches. We get together about once a quarter and people in the community can raise issues. 
Instead of raising an issue with the police, who say, “That’s the City of Stirling” and then raising it with the City 
of Stirling, who say, “That’s the police”, they are all in one room where they have to respond; they are all in 
one room where they can hear the issues. They bring in traffic cops and other cops. It is a great community 
policing initiative. It looked like it was going to be threatened when our superintendent was changed, but 
thankfully Nigel White, the new superintendent in the north west metropolitan area, has agreed to it continuing. I 
can tell members that the businesses in the area really appreciate the PACT process. That is the sort of 
community policing that we need. When I talk to people in the community in my day-to-day area, they say that 
they do not see the police. When I talk to the police, they talk about the fact that they end up driving around the 
hub because they are waiting for callouts; they are not driving out into the community. Of course, the police are 
not telling me that officially, but they are saying to me that for them the hub process means that they stay in the 
vicinity of their hub to get their callout, to get their posting. That is not what the commissioner tells us. We are 
told that the hub process will put more police in the community. That is not what the community is telling me; it 
is telling me that it does not see the police. In Nollamara, the community sees the police because we have the 
PACT process.  

I just want to talk about the Koondoola Integrated Services Centre and my concerns that whilst the psychologist 
and the community health nurse will continue to be there, the community worker may not be. That is a great 
concern of mine and something that I certainly want to put on notice.  

I also want to talk about transport. The government pitches itself as a getting things done administration, but the 
people of Mirrabooka have not seen evidence of that—unless, of course, it comes from the windfall of leftover 
money from the Alexander Drive project, which was committed to by the previous Labor government so that it 
could deliver the vital Mirrabooka overpass. I welcome the money—although it is unclear what the money is; 
one press release states that it is $5.1 million, but the budget papers state that it is only about $2.2 million—for 
planning light rail. But the government is not “getting things done” and it is not keeping the promises made to 
people in the area to deliver much-needed infrastructure. The people of Mirrabooka are tired of hearing on the 
radio, while they sit in traffic congestion, that traffic on Mirrabooka Avenue and Yirrigan Drive South is heavy. 
They know that! However, the alternative is to catch public transport; that is, to get caught up in the same grind. 
The people of Mirrabooka need light rail into their area. I understand there are multiple reports on setting up a 
rapid transit system in the area. Reports have been done by successive government departments and governments 
on the area, including the Alexander Drive–Fitzgerald Street transit project by Parsons Brinckerhoff Australia in 
2008. Therefore, I am at a loss to know why the government cannot just get on with the job instead of looking as 
though it is doing something by throwing the project a bit of money for planning while actually doing nothing. It 
is a great disappointment.  
I am also disappointed that the bike strategy in this year’s budget will not see any improvement in the cycling 
infrastructure along Alexander Drive. Currently, the bicycle path along Alexander Drive is inadequate; it has 
gaps that interrupt continuity and impair the path as an option for bicycle commuters. 
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MS A.S. CARLES (Fremantle) [7.46 pm]: I welcome the opportunity to comment on the budget. Certainly, 
some pressing issues have not been addressed in my electorate of Fremantle.  

Probably the biggest issue is the Fremantle Traffic Bridge and I simply ask: where has all the money gone? The 
government now puts the cost of replacing this bridge, if it is to include a separate freight rail bridge and road 
bridge, at $230 million, yet this amount did not appear in the latest budget papers. It gets worse, though, with the 
$14 million that was in the budget papers last year having now disappeared, so we do not even have any money 
for maintenance for this unsafe traffic bridge. How can this government talk about road safety and yet snatch 
$14 million in future maintenance for this bridge and provide no allocation for its replacement? This investment 
should be prioritised because we are all well aware that this bridge is unsafe, as detailed in the 2004 engineer’s 
report. Given the findings of this report, the government is playing Russian roulette with the lives of the public 
who use this bridge every day. Every time I go past the bridge, it is absolutely jam-packed with trucks and 
commuters. The engineer’s report commissioned in 2004 found that there was a high risk of collapse and that the 
gas and oil pipelines on the bridge would rupture, leading to gas jet fires and oil pool fires on the river. The 
recent dredging of the river lowered the riverbed by more than three metres and left the main support pylons for 
the bridge only partially embedded. This has made the bridge extremely susceptible to collapse in the event that 
a vessel collides with a pylon, with the potential, as stated in the report, for 200 fatalities. I notice that the 
minister today talked about improving the structure of the rail bridge; however, that is only one side of the 
bridge. If a vessel comes at the bridge from the other side—we know that it takes just one drunk driver to be out 
of control of a boat—and hits one of those wooden pylons, then, according to the engineer’s report, the whole 
bridge will collapse. That is a risk that we should not be taking.  

The second port at Cockburn Sound is another issue that I have raised and will continue to raise because I see 
from the budget that the government has now delayed buying the land it needs to buy to start planning for that 
port. Over half a million containers are moved to and from Fremantle port every year, and the numbers are 
growing; we are told the numbers will in fact double in the next 10 years. This has a very negative impact on my 
constituents, particularly those who live along the freight rail route, along Leach Highway, High Street and 
Stirling Highway and around East Fremantle. Traffic congestion is a very significant problem and complaints of 
traffic rat-running through quiet suburban streets are increasingly common. The WA Port Operations Task Force 
has established a container congestion action group to address some of the freight congestion issues at the port. 
Recently, among other matters, members of the committee commented that — 

• Carriers have insufficient truck drivers and long hours are becoming unsustainable and potentially 
dangerous; 

Therefore, it is pretty clear that a combination of traffic congestion, rat-running and fatigued truck drivers is a 
recipe for disaster. I urge the government to get serious about planning the second port at Cockburn because this 
is the only real long-term solution to reduce the number of trucks on Fremantle roads. In the short term, of 
course, there needs to be an emphasis on shifting much of this freight onto rail, and that takes me to the traffic 
bridge argument whereby we need that designated freight rail bridge to be built as soon as possible. 

Another issue is the arts in Fremantle. Certainly, we can see that Fremantle is the poor cousin. An amount of 
$428 million has been allocated for a new museum at the Perth Cultural Centre, but the arts in Fremantle 
continue to be neglected. I remind the government that Fremantle is the second city, and it is more than just a 
port city. Other port cities, such as Liverpool in the United Kingdom, have been revitalised with investments in 
museums and arts funding. I call on the government to start looking to the arts and to consider a migration 
museum and a performing arts centre for Fremantle. 

I support the comments that have just been made by the member for Nollamara about housing and homelessness. 
I, too, have similar experiences to share from constituents who come into my office. While the government reaps 
windfall royalties from the sustained mining boom that is driving rental costs out of the reach of average 
Western Australians, the number of homeless people on the streets continues to grow. The recent Anglicare WA 
rental affordability report found that rentals are increasingly out of reach for Western Australians, with only 
one per cent of rental accommodation within the affordability range of people on pensions. By far the greatest 
number of inquiries and requests for assistance in my electorate office are for emergency housing. Nearly every 
day I have requests for emergency assistance, and it is becoming harder and harder for my staff to deal with this. 
Despite the best efforts of my staff, they just cannot find overnight shelter for many of these people. The people 
coming in are from all walks of life—single mums with kids, victims of domestic violence and people who are 
simply unable to pay their rent increases. How is it that in this affluent state, the government cannot provide 
emergency overnight beds for people who are in need? We hear media reports of the growing tent city emerging 
in Western Australia, whereby working families are finding it almost impossible to access rental houses due to 
escalating prices and a lack of availability. They are finding themselves left with no option but to pitch a tent in 
caravan parks that are close to capacity. The community needs affordable housing and public housing now. It 
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cannot wait. It is interesting that we do not hear the Treasurer warning about major cuts to the $700 million 
sports stadium development or the $440 million riverfront development. Although the government may feel that 
these projects are justified or have some kind of electoral appeal in the run-up to the election, I find it very hard 
to explain to the homeless people who come into my office why these projects are taking priority over housing. 
Another related issue is heritage. In Fremantle, some heritage houses right in the centre of the city are standing 
empty and deteriorating. The heritage-protected Henderson Street cottages have until recently been Department 
of Housing accommodation. However, the residents were relocated by the department and the cottages have 
stood empty for quite a while now. They are becoming an eyesore and an indictment on the government. People 
in my community are getting pretty angry about them. The crumbling cottages have become a monument to the 
government’s twin disinterest in housing and heritage in my neck of the woods. They are attracting the attention 
of the residents of and visitors to Fremantle, who cannot believe that these beautiful old buildings right next to 
the Fremantle Markets have been left empty, fenced off and derelict when they were once occupied and vibrant. 
Locals are campaigning for their restoration and I support them in their efforts. 

Not too far from the vacant Henderson Street cottages are the former gunners’ cottages on Queen Victoria Street 
adjacent to the historic Artillery Barracks. Again, 10 cottages are sitting in the too-hard basket. No-one can go 
into them and they need urgent funding for restoration. Many people have come into my office and said that it is 
just outrageous that these cottages are sitting there empty when so many people are homeless on the streets. 
I absolutely agree. I call on the government to get serious and look to solving these problems. 

Another issue that I have raised on many occasions in this place is Magellan Metals Pty Ltd. Although this 
company is currently out of business because it breached the ministerial conditions set by the Minister for 
Environment, it still seems to have its sights set on the port of Fremantle for future lead carbonate exports. It is 
continuing to lobby people in Fremantle behind the scenes, trying to rewrite history and downplay the terrible 
impacts that its product had on the town of Esperance. The decision to allow it to re-export lead carbonate is in 
the hands of the environment minister, Bill Marmion. I urge the minister to require Magellan to take the only 
sensible option, which is to smelt its lead carbonate into ingots at the Wiluna mine so that it can be safely 
exported overseas. 

Although the government has banned bulk iron ore exports through Fremantle, we are currently awaiting the 
commencement of the bulk export of radioactive rare earth through Fremantle to Malaysia. This has sparked 
international protests and accusations by communities in Malaysia that Lynas is attempting to avoid Australian 
environmental regulations by dumping its radioactive tailings in Malaysia. These are not the sorts of products we 
want shipped through Fremantle, and it is largely due to the problems with the port infrastructure in this state 
that these kinds of companies are even setting their sights on the port of Fremantle. 

In terms of transport, I was very disappointed to see that there is no funding in the budget for light rail in the 
Fremantle electorate and only a very lukewarm commitment to light rail elsewhere in Western Australia. 
Although a couple of million dollars has been made available for planning for light rail in the northern suburbs 
over the next few years, this falls short of an actual commitment to light rail to take on the issue of congestion in 
Perth. 
I have been encouraged to see that in the Cockburn coast master plan there is provision for a light rail reserve. It 
looks as though it could be at least a decade or two away, but it is in the plan. This is a new coastal development 
to the south of Fremantle designed for an additional 10 000 residents. I had hoped to see funding for light rail 
committed in this budget as it provides a very key link, but, as I said, at least it is in the plan. A light rail plan 
that I have previously talked about seeks to utilise the contaminated land at the former South Fremantle landfill 
site as a transport node and light rail station. It would follow a route along Hampton Road to reduce traffic 
congestion and link a range of public services, such as schools and hospitals, with historic and tourist precincts. 
The light rail could terminate at the Fremantle rail station, providing a continuous and sustainable public 
transport link from Coogee in the south to Fremantle and onto the heavy rail network into Perth. This is the sort 
of integrated design we need if we are to avoid gridlock in the southern coastal suburbs. 
Another transport issue is a taxi rank. I note that Northbridge has a new taxi rank, but Fremantle has missed out. 
My constituents often complain about the inability to access taxis in Fremantle after dark, which has significant 
implications for the safety of women and in countering drink-driving in the community. I would encourage the 
government to revisit this issue and see what measures can be put in place to ensure that people enjoying an 
evening out in Fremantle have the opportunity to get home by cab. 

Cycling is another popular means of transport in Fremantle. I was encouraged to see that the government is 
preparing to invest about $28 million in cycling infrastructure in the metropolitan area. This is good news for the 
community and for cycling safety, as cycling provides an excellent means for families and individuals to enjoy 
the health benefits of cycling while simultaneously reducing traffic congestion. The more that we as a 
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community can do to encourage cycling, the better. I am keen to see many more in my electorate take to their 
bikes for local trips into and out of Fremantle. To that end, I have joined with the Mayor of Fremantle in a call to 
initiate a trial of helmet law relaxation within the City of Fremantle for people aged over 18 years. The idea is to 
see whether this would increase rates of cycling in Western Australia. We believe that it certainly would do so 
based on international evidence. It would involve an evaluation of whether cycling rates increase within the 
study area as a result of removing this legal obligation for adults to wear helmets in areas in which the speed 
limit is less than 50 kilometres an hour and on cycle paths. International research has demonstrated that cycling 
rates can increase by up to 300 per cent as a result of removing helmet laws for adults. I think such an outcome 
would be a major boost to community health and would reduce vehicle congestion in the City of Fremantle. I 
urge the government to sit down with the City of Fremantle and seriously explore this option. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Where do they do that now?  

Ms A.S. CARLES: In Europe and America they have relaxed laws and there are far higher cycling rates in those 
countries than there are here.  

I turn now to the very serious issue of education in my electorate, the issue of John Curtin College of the Arts, a 
premier public school. I have raised this many times in this place. John Curtin College houses some of the state’s 
most gifted and talented students in the dedicated arts disciplines. It is the only selective arts college in Western 
Australia. Unfortunately, it has again missed out in the budget. However, there is something really awry with this 
education budget this year. The government had funded master planning for the three schools identified as most 
in need. John Curtin was found to be the number one secondary school in need of urgent renovation, yet it 
missed out. Guess what happened? All the $80 million has been allocated to Willetton Senior High School, 
which is looking like a very expensive exercise in vote buying in the seat of Riverton, which, as we know, the 
Liberals hold by the slimmest of margins. This is totally unacceptable and I call on the government to be fair 
about education, to put children’s rights first and to take the politics out of this decision. I call on the government 
tonight to allocate that $80 million between the three schools identified by the Department of Education as being 
most in need—that is, Kent Street, John Curtin and Willetton. If the government is serious about being fair with 
education funding and treating all students the same, it needs to split that $80 million so those three very 
important schools get the benefit of that $80 million.  
Mr D.A. Templeman: Hear, hear!  

Ms A.S. CARLES: I know Willetton high school has issues with demountable classrooms, but it does not need 
$80 million. The Premier said in a statement that the funding for Willetton was justified because the school was 
built in the 1970s and it needs refreshing. What about John Curtin, which was built in the 1950s? It has concrete 
cancer. The staff do not even have a proper staffroom. The problems go on and on. The gifted and talented 
students studying music are housed in a demountable building, which was supposed to be a temporary measure. 
They have been there for two years. It is completely unworkable. The teachers cannot stand it because it is not 
acoustically designed for music students. Essentially, these kids are being ripped off. This is all about our 
children’s right to an education, and their needs must come first. The government needs to be fair about this. I 
repeat for the public record: I would like to see that $80 million split three ways between Kent Street Senior 
High School, John Curtin College of the Arts and Willetton Senior High School.  

I will have a quick word about health in my electorate. I remind members in this place that the former Labor 
government’s decision in 2004 to endorse the Reid report signed a death warrant for the Fremantle Hospital 
emergency department. People in my electorate are starting to wake up to what this will mean as soon as Fiona 
Stanley Hospital comes on board.  

[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms A.S. CARLES: They are getting pretty angry that, as they start to understand that Fremantle Hospital is 
losing its tertiary status, it will lose the emergency department. Forty thousand people a year access that 
emergency department at Fremantle, and we do not know what will happen when all those people have to join 
the queue at Fiona Stanley Hospital. We also find that Fiona Stanley will have no trauma unit. The only trauma 
unit will be at Royal Perth Hospital. Looking into the future, one would be very unlucky to have a serious 
accident or acute medical condition in Fremantle, with no local emergency department and no trauma unit at 
Fiona Stanley Hospital. When every minute counts, this could cause an absolute disaster. If I were living in 
Fremantle and suffering from a weak heart, I would be feeling very nervous about this news. I would be very 
worried about the extra time it would take me to reach Fiona Stanley Hospital if I had a stroke. My Fremantle 
constituents only stand to lose by this decision. The government has made a life or death decision on behalf of 
some of my constituents. I call on the government to work out some kind of fair, interim measure so that 
something is available for people who are facing genuine emergency conditions.  
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I will finish by talking a little about environmental issues that are very close to my heart. I have spoken very 
many times in this place about the management of our native forests. The state budget shows once again that the 
Forest Products Commission is something of a black operation. There are no details about the trading status, its 
financial benefits or its profitability. All we have been told is that it will be upgrading its computers. The same 
old story was told last year—another $300 000 on computer upgrades. But what is really going on? Are we still 
just clear felling native forests to sell as woodchips for a loss? Are we really just propping up the moribund FPC 
bureaucracy by running our forests into the ground? It certainly looks like it. Our native forests are under siege 
from logging, disease, climate change and long, hot spells. They are highly stressed and the ecosystems they 
support are stressed. Carnaby’s cockatoos are alleged to be in serious decline from starvation as their food 
supplies are dwindling. The government’s response is to draft a forest management plan for the next 10 years 
that will accelerate the rate of logging of native forest to 10 000 hectares a year. I really believe that this could 
spell the end of our native forests as viable, resilient ecosystems for native animals. I find it appalling that the 
forest coupes, such as Arcadia and Warrup, are still on the chopping block of the FPC, given the parlous state of 
this agency and given that these forests have such significance for the communities.  
It seems no coincidence that this government is pushing on with its draconian law and order agenda. Many 
groups in civil society who are protesting in outrage against the actions of this government have been met with 
overwhelming, some would say ridiculous, numbers of police in response. Some of the police tactics have been 
unpleasant. Groups protesting against the destruction of our native forests have borne a great deal of police 
attention. One group in particular, Forest Rescue, has been heavily targeted for its non-violent protests to save 
native forest coupes such as Chester, Arcadia and Warrup. Their tactics have surprised police and they have been 
effective in slowing down logging. I recall the anti-association debate in this house. The Attorney General 
promised that these laws would not be used against environmental protesters. I hope he sticks to his word 
because I am concerned that this legislation will target environmental protesters. Why stop at environmentalists; 
we have already seen heavy-handed police action at Heirisson Island against the traditional native title owners of 
that land. When they established their Nyoongah tent embassy protesting their sovereignty and attempting to 
carry out customary ceremonies, they were treated like criminal squatters, with large numbers of police, 
including mounted police, repeatedly destroying their tent embassy and confiscating their possessions. I could 
hardly believe what I was seeing on TV at night when a police officer threw a protester’s wheelchair into a skip 
bin with all the camping equipment. Watching police horses charging after Indigenous people sent a chill 
through me, and I am sure it affected many Indigenous viewers who would have hoped that such scenes were 
now confined to a dark part of our common history. I wonder if these people would be subjected to the anti-
association laws in the future. Will it become a criminal act for family members to associate with each other 
because they protest together over land that was unlawfully taken from them in the past?  
The last thing I will mention is the Kimberley gas hub. There has been a great deal of disquiet in Western 
Australia at the ridiculously large police presence in Broome to monitor the activities of people protesting 
against that development. Despite the massive police presence, I noted that two elderly women were able to out-
manoeuvre them and lock themselves onto the machinery. Perhaps their bail conditions will prevent them from 
attending the same bingo hall or some other hot bed of subversion in the Kimberley. But the proposed location of 
this gas hub is an extremely unpopular site. Even the preference of its equity partners to process the gas in 
Karratha has been resisted by the government, which seems hell-bent on having it go ahead at James Price Point 
against the wishes of many in the local community and some of the native title holders too. I think the time has 
come for the government to start listening to the community about this issue. It needs to compromise with its 
citizens and listen to the equity holders and realise these matters simply cannot be resolved by the brute strength 
of police. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Joondalup. 
MR A.P. O’GORMAN (Joondalup) [8.08 pm]: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker.  
Ms L.L. Baker: He has just been crossed off the Christmas list!  
Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: I will not say how I will return that favour in the future. We know how it works with the 
Liberal Party!  
I think this is my twelfth budget reply speech since 2001. The budget is always handed down at 2 o’clock on a 
Thursday afternoon, and our local paper comes out on the following Tuesday. I have always been really keen to 
see that edition of the paper because every local politician in the northern suburbs has a press release in it about 
what the government has done for the people of their suburbs. So this year I grabbed the paper when it got to my 
house yesterday — 

Ms A.R. Mitchell: Page 56. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: Page 56? Nobody reads that far! This is it; one-quarter of page 4. One of the press 
releases is mine, and the others are not claimed by any of the other local members. All that tells me is that they 
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are embarrassed by this budget because there is nothing, or very little, in it for the northern suburbs. They tell us 
here rail works; that does not affect me or my electorate at all. The schools get $8 million. Again, there is 
nothing around Ocean Reef, nothing around Joondalup, very little in Wanneroo, nothing in Hillarys and nothing 
in Kingsley. Also, the sewage water reinjection trial, which is a great project that was put in place and 
undertaken by the previous government, is now coming to fruition and is in the final stages of the testing so that 
some more water can be added to the Gnangara mound. But, really, not one of the local members has put his or 
her name to this because they are embarrassed because there is little of anything for them in the budget. 
Several members interjected. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: This article was written by the local journalist; he had to trawl through the papers to get 
this. The only bit he has put in from my press release is “hospital needs more”. I say that because, once again, 
Joondalup Health Campus has missed out. It will be the biggest hospital in this state for a short period until 
Fiona Stanley Hospital comes on board, and it is the hospital in this state, and probably right across the country, 
that has the greatest number of patients treated through its emergency department—more than 80 000 
attendances are expected at the ED this year—but this government cannot see its way clear to actually follow 
through on the Reid report and make that a tertiary hospital in the northern suburbs, out where the people live. 
Instead, it is maintaining Royal Perth Hospital as a tertiary hospital right here in the middle of the city, when it 
should be out there in the northern suburb of Joondalup. Not one of the government members in the northern 
suburbs is standing up and fighting for that hospital and saying it should be a tertiary hospital.  

At the moment, if somebody has a heart attack out in the northern suburbs, yes, they can be taken to Joondalup 
and, yes, they can be stabilised, but then they are baled into an ambulance and sent into the city so that they can 
get the treatment they so badly need. It should be delivered out there, not in the city. I know that Joondalup 
Health Campus under Ramsay Health Care is putting in the catheter laboratory so that they will be able to 
undertake some of those emergency procedures out there in the northern suburbs, but that will be only for the 
private patients. We will have two classes of citizens in the northern suburbs; there will be the private patients 
who if they have a heart attack can get into the Joondalup Health Campus if their private health cover is paid up 
to date, get through the ED, get into the wards and have their catheter or stent et cetera put in in the cath lab up 
there, but if someone is a public patient, they will throw them in an ambulance and ferry them down to Royal 
Perth Hospital or Charles Gairdner Hospital to undertake that crucial work. What a disgrace it is! Not one 
government member in the northern suburbs is standing up to fight for the people of the northern suburbs. It is a 
disgrace and an embarrassment that this government cannot stand up and do that.  
Mr A.P. Jacob: What does “tertiary” mean?  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: Here he is—he has come running into this place again. He will not fight for it, but he 
will come into this place and argue and throw comments across the chamber! He will not fight for it! He will not 
fight for what we need in the northern suburbs because he kowtows to the Minister for Health and does exactly 
what the Minister for Health says! That is what all these northern suburbs members do! 
I turn now to Beenyup waste water treatment plant. We have the money going in for the reinjection, but no 
money is going in for vital maintenance on a 30-year-old plant. Parts of that plant are 30 years old and have not 
had maintenance in that time. People in the member for Kingsley’s electorate are complaining about the smells, 
but what is happening about getting the money? Where is the submission to get the money for the Beenyup 
waste water treatment plant? All that is required is $400 000 to stop the smells coming out of there at the 
moment—$400 000! There is not one dollar in the budget to upgrade that. It is one piece of pipework that runs 
through that plant, and there has been no submission from any members on the opposite side to get out there and 
put that money into the Beenyup waste water treatment plant so that those smells can be eliminated. Under the 
previous Labor government tens of millions of dollars went into Beenyup waste water treatment plant to 
eliminate the smells, and now we have this one little job to finally complete it, to finally make the residents in 
the northern suburbs happy and free of smells, and we cannot do it. We cannot do it for $400 000. It is absolutely 
outrageous!  
The other thing we have been looking for in the northern suburbs are road transport upgrades. What do we get? 
We get a half-hearted attempt at addressing the issues of congestion on the Mitchell Freeway. We are adding one 
lane for a few kilometres between Hodges Drive and Hepburn Avenue. The former Labor government built the 
freeway from Hodges Drive to Burns Beach Road, as it said it would. It built it, and it built it to a standard that 
was way above any of the freeways that had been built before. But what do we get? Four years of government 
and nothing extra in the budget, except $30 million to put one lane in one direction so that people can get home 
early in the afternoon! I applaud the government for that! Thank God it is going to try to get people home early! 
But how do we get them into work in the morning? How can we get them from the northern suburbs into the 
city? This government is city-centric and it is not thinking about the northern suburbs and putting the work out in 
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the northern suburbs. That is what it is. It does not want to actually bring work out to the northern suburbs. We 
have neglected the freeway, and the only reason — 

Mr P.T. Miles: Labor did neglect the freeway—you’re right! You’re spot-on — 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: Hang on—when was it that the last state Liberal government put a dollar into the 
freeway? The member can tell me that!  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup; member for Wanneroo! Now that is enough! Member for Joondalup, 
please address your comments through the Chair.  
Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: Sorry, Mr Deputy Speaker, but I am being accused.  

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup, before you start again I am asking you to please address 
your comments through the Chair, and member for Wanneroo—okay?  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: I will just give people in this place a bit of history of the extensions of the Mitchell 
Freeway. The extension of the Mitchell Freeway from Ocean Reef Road to Hodges Drive was not paid for by the 
Court government. It did not put one dollar into it in its whole time in office. Members opposite know it and I 
know it!  

Federal government funding went in there. We are a state government; not one dollar from a state Liberal 
government has gone into the extensions of the freeway from Ocean Reef Road north. When we got into 
government we said we would build it, and we built it. Prior to the last election the now member for Ocean Reef 
made a commitment that appears in an article in the North Coast Times that reads — 

The northern suburbs freeway extension will be one of the big winners from next month’s election, with 
both Labor and Liberal candidates committing to extending the freeway beyond Burns Beach Road. 
Ocean Reef Liberal candidate Albert Jacob said he wanted the freeway extended to Hester Avenue, 
while his Labor counterpart, Louise Durack, said Labor would start planning for the extension.  

What has this government done in three years? It has formed a committee! When is it going to report? All the 
work has been done on committees; we know what we need—we need the freeway going further north, we need 
the connection from Neerabup Road 
Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup!  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: We need the connection from Flynn Drive through Neerabup Road, and what has the 
government done? It has formed a committee! We know what the Premier thinks of committees! What do people 
do when they do not want to do something? They form a committee! And it is there in this budget—not one cent 
again for the Mitchell Freeway extension north to Hester Avenue, so it will not be done in the next four years. It 
is not even in the forward estimates. It is not mentioned. We extended it to Burns Beach Road from Hodges 
Drive when we were in government. We did it properly and made sure that it was wide enough in the areas in 
which we built it. 
Another thing that we have not seen in this budget is one dollar for the Ocean Reef marina. The government has 
signed a memorandum of understanding with the City of Joondalup. What a con. There is not a dollar for it in the 
budget. The land is 50 per cent state owned and there is not a dollar in this budget to deliver the Ocean Reef 
marina. The government has a MOU, which is a piece of paper that means nothing. 

Mr A.P. Jacob: It is the city’s project. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The city needs money from the state government and it has not given any, and nor is the 
member for Ocean Reef even fighting for it. When Labor was in government we gave $700 000 to undertake a 
feasibility study. 
Mr P.T. Miles: Seven hundred thousand lousy dollars. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: It is better than nothing, which is what this government has given. The member for 
Wanneroo keeps interjecting on me yet he cannot even get Wanneroo Road upgraded between Joondalup Drive 
and Hester Avenue. There is a dual carriageway just south of it. Flynn Drive is to have a set of temporary traffic 
lights instead of the road being straightened properly, making it a dual carriageway and connecting it to the 
freeway, which should be done because the road reserves are all there. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 23 May 2012] 

 p3115b-3140a 
Mr Peter Abetz; Ms Janine Freeman; Ms Adele Carles; Mr Tony O'Gorman; Mr Ian Blayney; Ms Lisa Baker; Mr 

Paul Miles; Mr Ian Britza; Mr Rob Johnson 

 [14] 

Mr P.T. Miles: No, they’re not. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The road reserves are there, but there is no money for it. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I see that you have been called twice today. At the rate you 
are going, you will be called for a third time. I ask you to settle down a bit. 

Mr A.P. Jacob interjected. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The member will have his opportunity. I notice that he was here last week going on 
about how he delivered Joondalup Health Campus. What a joke! It took us eight years to negotiate the privacy 
agreements with the private contractor. Four different private contractors owned that hospital: Healthcare 
Australia, Mayne Health, Affinity Health and Ramsay Health Care. Every time we got into the heavy 
negotiations they sold it, so we had to start again. That is why it took so long. The former Minister for Health, 
Kevin Prince, was warned. I sat in his office and told him that he was doing this wrong because he was making 
no allowances for future growth in the northern suburbs. When we got into government, we found that there was 
no allowance under the contract and we had to renegotiate every single bit of that contact. We had to upgrade it 
three or four times because it changed hands each time. 
Mr A.P. Jacob: You didn’t turn a sod, though. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: We put the money there. We would have had it finished if we did not have to go 
through the rubbish of having to negotiate the contract four times with four different private organisations. 

I want to talk about the exorbitant cost increases we have seen this government impose on families. We all know 
the figures; they are paying $1 100 extra each year. This government’s answer to people living with hardship is 
to boost the hardship utility grant scheme. During the four years the government has been in office, it has 
increased electricity prices by 62 per cent. There was no need for that. The increases could have been staged to 
rise gently so that people could have budgeted for it over time to cope with it. Once or twice previously I have 
read statistics from organisations that provide financial counselling in the northern suburbs about the increase 
they are seeing in demand. We heard in this place yesterday and today how difficult it is for people. I will focus 
some attention on HUGS. Previously under HUGS people had to go through a financial counsellor. I have a 
number of questions that I hope will be answered by the Minister for Planning, who represents the Minister for 
Child Protection in the other place. Why did the government decide that the utilities would undertake the HUGS 
applications? Why is it not seen to be a conflict of interest when clients go to a utility to apply for a grant to pay 
that utility? Why is the government paying a business or government department instead of supporting those 
community groups that have proved time and again that they are successful and the most effective way of 
delivering this type of service? Why the sudden reversal of thinking when previously a financial councillor who 
was trained had to undertake the delivery of these grants, and why can a person from a utility now do it? What 
training do they have for this? The financial counsellors do not look just at a person’s electricity bill, water bill 
or gas bill; they look at it holistically. They speak to the client and work it out so that the client can figure out 
how to get out of the difficulties they are in. I will give members a couple of examples. If a client has multiple 
bills, they have to see a financial counsellor and cannot just go to the utility. If they go to the utility, the utility 
processes the application but the client can claim for only 85 per cent of the bill. Once the 85 per cent is paid, 
assistance can be sought if it is done through a financial counsellor to pay the rest of the bill through emergency 
relief. A financial counsellor treats the matter holistically, as I said, and refers those people appropriately and 
takes into account the client’s financial means. I will not use names because it might identify and embarrass the 
people, but I will refer to the case of a client who attended a financial counselling appointment. The client is a 
single parent with one dependent child and, as a single mother, relies on a parenting payment as her only source 
of income. After paying private rent, the client has only $110 a fortnight for food, bills and transport assistance. 
The client had a Synergy bill of $461.80 and Synergy processed the HUGS payment of $392.52, which is 
85 per cent of the bill. The client was then told that she had to attend a financial counselling appointment in 
order for HUGS to be approved. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: It is important to note that if Synergy had referred the client to a financial counsellor for 
the HUGS payment, the financial counsellor would have made an assessment and taken into account the client’s 
very low income. 
Mr P.T. Miles interjected. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The member is calling for mercy. What about mercy for these people out there who are 
doing it hard and who the member does not care about? He does not give a rat’s about them. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Joondalup! 
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Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The member is throwing these comments about and I cannot ignore them when I hear 
them. That is what members of the Liberal Party think about people who are doing it tough. They say, “Spare 
me” because they do not want to hear about the people who are doing it tough, but I will read this example again, 
just to get it through their heads. It is important to note that if Synergy had referred the client to the financial 
counsellor for HUGS, the financial counsellor would have made an assessment and taken into account the 
client’s very low income and the likelihood that further assistance would be required in the future. The financial 
counsellor would have processed the hardship utility grant scheme payment of $375 and offered emergency 
relief for the remaining balance of $86.80, which would have left a balance of $100 to use for a future HUGS 
application. The HUGS scheme would have been used properly and the client could have used the $100 for 
another bill or a future Synergy bill. The application has to be for a minimum of $100, but Synergy has reduced 
the client’s amount to $80, which therefore stays in the government’s coffers and does not help the people it was 
meant to help. That is the reality of what happens. The government is hurting people and members opposite do 
not care. 
Another thing the government has cut to pay for the increases to COLA, which is a weird name; it makes me 
think of Coca-Cola. COLA is the cost-of-living assistance. That helps only about one-third of families on low 
incomes who have a concession card. The COLA payment of $200 replaces the existing supply charge rebate of 
$147. That is a net increase of $53 a year. That is just over $1 a week. That is what the government is telling 
people will help them pay their electricity bill—$1 a week extra when the government has increased the price of 
electricity by 62 per cent over the four years it has been in government. For an average family of two children 
who also receive dependent child rebates, the increase is only $63. Any member who has had two children in 
their house at one time knows that parents cannot keep control of when the children turn the lights on and off. 
They just do not think. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Try four. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The member says, “Try four”! He has a salary to support that cost but these people I am 
talking about do not because they are on low incomes. They are people like school dental therapy nurses, whom 
this government has kept in suspense for a long, long time—since it got into government. The Liberal Party 
knew about the problem before it came into government. We knew about the problem. We put in a $3 000 a year 
attraction and retention bonus, which this government was going to take from them until we raised the issue. The 
government has still not dealt with the issue. It has still not made an offer to the Community and Public Sector 
Union, the union that represents the school dental therapy assistants. I heard a little rumour that when the union 
met with the Minister for Health, his glib answer was, “Tell us what the opposition is going to give you and I’ll 
beat it.” What a sad way to make policy! I believe that he does it because 99 per cent of those school dental 
therapy assistants are women. They will not go on strike. They will not take action to further their cause for an 
increase in pay because they care about the kids they are looking after. They are mothers and grandmothers who 
care about those kids. This minister gives glib answers such as “Tell me what the opposition is doing and I’ll 
better it” instead of doing a proper work assessment and paying what is appropriate to the job they are doing. 
They still do not have computers. We are told that they will get them later in the year but they will not get any 
training on them. The government will chuck the computers in there. We will probably not have a database that 
does the job; they will still be sitting there with the 50-year-old cardex system. That is what they have out there.  

The government still does not do things like put proper emergency exits in the school dental therapy clinics. 
I spoke to the people in Tapping on 2 March. They have a brand-new clinic but no second door. If an angry 
parent comes in for whatever reason—we know people get angry for all sorts of reasons, maybe not particularly 
about their school dental therapy—there is no safe egress for that 99 per cent female workforce. It is a disgrace 
that this minister has sat on it for so long. All he has to do is do the work review. If I remember rightly, he was 
supposed to make an offer on 26 December. He still has not made an offer. He is a lazy minister. He does not 
take his job seriously with respect to these school dental therapy assistants. In many other areas, I commend him. 
He is very responsible when we approach him about particular issues.  

I return to the hardship utilities grant scheme. This government has cut $58 million from the hardship efficiency 
program. With your indulgence, Mr Deputy Speaker, I will read the email from the Department for Child 
Protection to the agencies in the northern suburbs about the HEP program. It states — 

We have been asked by the Public Utilities Office to send out the following information to all Financial 
Counselling Services, in relation to the Hardship Efficiency Program (HEP) 

As part of the 2012/13 State Budget, the State Government has decided to cease the Hardship Efficiency 
Program (HEP), reallocating its funding to the new Cost of Living Assistance (CoLA) payment.  
The CoLA payment will provide tangible, direct assistance for energy customers. 
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This is more spin. It is just rubbish; it does not provide any help. It amounts to $1 a week, for God’s sake! I will 
skip the next bit because I do not want to perpetuate the government’s propaganda any more. It continues — 

1. if your client is in an area serviced by Synergy: 
a. referrals for the HEP will close as of 4pm, 18 May … 

That was last Friday, the day after the budget. Customers were given 24 hours’ notice. HEP was a great 
education program. Organisations in the northern suburbs used to organise seminars for people who were unable 
to pay their bills so they could look at what they did within their own homes to save electricity. The email 
continues — 

b. referrals received after this time will not be accepted by Synergy; 
c. HEP assessments will continue until close of business 8 June 2012;  
d. customers who are not available prior to this date will not receive a HEP assessment; 
e. recommendations for fridge replacements under the Fridge Replacement Scheme 

must be made by a HEP assessor on or prior to 8 June 2012 in order to be processed 
by Synergy; and 

The government has given them one day to get their HEP appointment. One of the things that HEP has done is 
replace fridges. Fridges are one of the biggest users of electricity in our homes. A program was in place that 
replaced old uneconomic fridges. The government got rid of that with one day’s notice. The email continues — 

f. refrigerators approved by Synergy may be delivered after 30 June … 
2. if your client is in an area serviced by Horizon Power: 

a. referrals for the HEP will close as of 4pm, 18 May … 
Again, one day after. As we know, Horizon Power services all our regional areas. It basically gives 24 hours’ 
notice. It continues — 

b. referrals received after this time will not be accepted by Horizon Power;  
c. HEP assessments will continue until close of business … 

If you have any queries regarding the closure of the Hardship Efficiency Program, … 
What a joke! This excellent program that educates people about their power usage and not only saves people 
money but also reduces greenhouse gas emissions and all those sorts of things was cut with 24 hours’ notice. I 
am due to meet in my office next week a gentleman who was one of those assessors. He ran a great series of 
seminars for some of the organisations in the northern suburbs and delivered savings, not only to the government 
but to those people. Those people have better fridges that use less power and are more suitable to their needs and 
they have reduced their greenhouse gas emissions.  
Again, this budget has done nothing for sporting groups in the northern suburbs. The West Perth Falcons badly 
need clubrooms. We cannot get a commitment from this government for a few million dollars to build their 
clubrooms. 

Mr A.P. Jacob: Is that your commitment? Are you committing?  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: I am not in charge of the budget papers. I cannot pull the strings. I will do everything I 
can to ensure that the West Perth Falcons are looked after. We got $600 000 by embarrassing the Premier. He 
said he was never asked for it; he was, through the Minister for Sport and Recreation. We got the West Perth 
Falcons the money to build their gymnasium and they are up and running. We managed to get them that money 
while I was in opposition. 

Mr A.P. Jacob interjected. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The government only did that because I embarrassed it. The Premier was looking after 
his mates and forgetting about the Falcons. When we asked the question, he went out there all of a sudden. There 
is no way to deny it. That is what happened. West Perth Football Club acknowledged it. The Minister for 
Training acknowledged it on the day that we opened the clubrooms. He said that West Perth had a great advocate 
in the member for Joondalup for getting in there and asking the hard questions and making sure that the club got 
what it needed.  
The Wanneroo Wolves, again, were thrown out of a facility by LandCorp. The local council is not doing 
anything for them. It is stuffing them around. The Wanneroo Wolves need a home. They have to be out this year 
and with a bit of luck they will drag that out to next year. The proposal at the moment is to move to Arena 
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Joondalup. The Wanneroo Wolves knocked that back previously but it may be a possibility now. Again, there is 
nothing in the budget to rehouse the Wanneroo Wolves. There is nobody on the government side lobbying for 
these groups—for these small organisations; instead, they are bullying non-government organisations. I have 
read an email from the Department for Child Protection to my organisations telling them — 
Mr A.P. Jacob: Yours! 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: The organisations in my electorate—yes, my organisations, the same as they are my 
schools and my sporting facilities. Yes, they are mine. I represent them. I will stand up and fight for them and 
kick heads until I get what I need for them. The bullying from officers from the Department for Child Protection 
to non-government organisations, telling them that they should not be going to local members of Parliament or 
writing letters or collecting signatures on petitions et cetera, is outrageous. It is interfering with the political 
process. Those organisations are independent organisations and their funding should not be threatened by the 
fact that they lobby to ensure that they keep services such as financial counsellors out there in the suburbs where 
they are needed — 

Mr A.P. Jacob: That is public service policy. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: They are not public servants. These are non-government organisations; they are allowed 
to lobby. It is undemocratic of the member to tell them that they cannot lobby. The member should be out there 
standing on the benches, shouting for those non-government organisations to maintain their financial counsellors 
so that people can get through the distress that the member and his government have put them under. 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [8.29 pm]: In speaking to the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) 
Recurrent 2012–13 Bill 2012 and the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Capital 2012–13 Bill 2012, I would 
like to congratulate the Treasurer on a solid budget. From the perspective of the midwest, this budget provides 
essential infrastructure for the growth of the midwest. The largest allocation is a further $176 million for the Mid 
West Energy Project, bringing the total allocated to this project to $443 million. I am delighted to see this project 
go ahead. Planning has started for stage 2 to take the line to Moonyoonooka. Labor has told us that it could build 
the line for $295 million—all the way to Geraldton. It cannot be said that this was an honest figure. Griffin 
Energy’s submission to the Economic Regulation Authority on 9 June 2008 stated — 

We would caution however that the headline figure of $300M seems very low for a project of this scale. 

I have no doubt that had the Australian Labor Party won the election, the project would have gone through the 
same series of tests as it has with this government, it would have taken just as long, and the estimate would have 
proven to be wildly out. It is worth restating that the project was expected to cost $295 million by the previous 
government, and the first stage is going to cost $443 million. It was convenient at the time, in that the calling of 
the election six months early meant that this issue escaped scrutiny. I wonder whether the suggested figure of 
$295 million was a result of incompetence or an attempt to deceive. 

In a similar vein, I note the ALP commitment to a “glide path” of power price increases of 10 per cent per 
annum. I suggest that such a glide path may have resulted in a rather uncomfortable ride for the passengers. If 
one added 10 per cent in 2009, and in subsequent years added 10 per cent annually, which of course would 
compound, one comes up with 60 per cent by 2013, which is more than the current government’s increases. Add 
the ALP carbon tax, which is set way too high by international comparison at $23 per tonne, and the glide path 
starts to look fairly steep. I ponder exactly what is making the glide. It might be a nice shiny new computer-
controlled Airbus, or perhaps something like “Memphis Belle”, the returning American bomber that landed shot 
up on an English runway and barely made it to the end of the runway. I suppose the best I can say is that 
“Memphis Belle” did make it. Like everyone else, I do not like power price increases, but we do not subsidise 
petrol for people who live in the outer suburbs and who have to use cars to get around. The price signal is, 
unfortunately, needed to limit consumption and to encourage new generation. 

The new 330-kilovolt line will connect to Karara, which continues to go ahead in leaps and bounds. Its ship-
loader recently arrived in Geraldton, and the company expects its first test shipment in the September quarter this 
year. It will be at eight million tonnes per annum by December 2012. It will be an exciting milestone to see the 
midwest export its first magnetite. Allied to this is the placing of the allocated $339 million for the Oakajee port 
into a special-purpose account. This is a similar treatment of the funds previously allocated to Fiona Stanley 
Hospital. It effectively places the moneys on call, ready for the completion of the contracts. The midwest 
investment plan continues, with $31 million to be invested in other essential infrastructure across the midwest 
this year. 

I am delighted to note that the Square Kilometre Array project has received $14.5 million. The Minister for 
Science and Innovation and I recently opened the WA Space Centre at Mingenew, which, among other things, is 
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used for the Chinese space program. This reinforces the growing role of the midwest, with its clear, quiet skies 
and relatively low population, as an ideal location for projects linked to space. 

Aligned with the general growth of the midwest is considerable investment in education. I am delighted to see 
the funds in the budget for the new school at Wandina, which will be the first government primary school built in 
Geraldton since 1979. Funding of $15 million has been allocated for a centre for health industries training and 
workforce development at Durack Institute of Technology. Also at Durack, $9 million has been allocated for a 
centre for resource sector workforce development training. Finally at Durack, there is $1 million for completion 
of works at the Batavia Coast Maritime Institute. I also acknowledge the completion of works for the $30 million 
rebuild of Dongara District High School. Geraldton will also share in the allocation of $341 million across 
29 secondary schools for the switch of year 7s to high school. 

Ten new child and parent centres indicate our government’s concern for families, especially in areas where such 
a centre can make such a difference. The government has met requests for 100 extra community nurses, who 
perform an incredibly valuable role in the community. In a similar vein, the increase in cost-of-living assistance 
payments has helped people who were finding it difficult to meet their bills. 

There are many examples of the increasingly dysfunctional relationship between the federal and state 
governments. The obvious one is the shrinking GST revenue to this state, which has this nation’s fastest growing 
economy. Locally, we had been given indications that Geraldton Hospital would be given federal funds to be 
expanded in the last two federal budgets, only to be ignored at the time of the federal budget. The small size of 
the hospital is compounded by the decision several years ago to not co-locate it with St John of God Hospital. 
The result is a half-full private hospital and a busy government hospital. 

The future fund is a bold step. This the first time that such a move has been made by an Australian state 
government. Criticism has been levelled at our government for making this move at a time of some government 
debt. On these grounds, there would obviously be fewer savings in the community. I can remember when the 
Hawke–Keating government introduced compulsory superannuation. Many in the community suggested that 
people would be better off getting the funds in their pockets to pay off their mortgages. The decision was taken 
to force people to put funds away, which is not dissimilar to our state future fund. 

Our government’s budget finds a balance that is rare in a state budget. Assistance is focused on those in the 
community with the most need. No government in Western Australian history has done more for the regions. 
No government in Australia has ever set up a visionary institution such as the future fund. I will quote former 
Deputy Premier Mal Bryce’s comments as reported in The West Australian the other day — 

Notwithstanding the predominant tit-for-tat nature of Westminster politics, I hope when the State 
Opposition has the chance to study the proposed legislation they will support the principle and 
recognise the benefits for future generations of a sovereign wealth fund. 

Our government was elected with a slogan of “Better Government. Better State”. We are a better government, 
and we are building a better state. 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [8.47 pm]: Notwithstanding that — 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, let the member for Maylands speak, please. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: In my budget reply speech tonight on the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Recurrent 
2012–13 Bill 2012 and the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Capital 2012–13 Bill 2012, I would like to 
start by focusing on the area of transport, which is something that is near and dear to the heart of many members 
of this house. With the increasing population in our city causing more congestion and putting us under a great 
deal of strain, the roads, the trains, the cycle paths and the buses in my electorate are creaking and groaning 
under the strain as well. I want to look back over the money that Labor spent in Maylands during the second 
term of our two-term government, which finished in 2008, of course. I picked out a few bits but not all of the 
expenditure that Labor put into my electorate. We built cycle paths. There is one below Mercy Hospital, and 
there is the principal shared path that goes along Caledonian Avenue in Maylands through to Bayswater. Its total 
cost was something like $3.78 million. Probably some members have ridden their bicycles along there. The 
Maylands train station was rebuilt some time ago, and that cost was several million dollars. There are extra car 
parking bays in Bayswater. We spent money on pedestrian access on Guildford Road, Maylands—that was 
$350 000, according to the papers—and there was an upgrade of the Bayswater train station for about the same 
amount. Anyway, it looked as though the figure was about $5 million. 
I do not see too much expenditure in this budget for Maylands constituents. When I looked at the 2012–13 
budget, the first thing about transport that struck me was that there is not really any mention of the rail link from 
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the airport to the Midland line. Of course, that will connect between Bayswater and Ashfield when it is built, so 
it is a subject of great interest to my constituents. The government’s 20-year public transport plan released last 
year identifies the airport railway link as a stage 2 priority. That seems to mean that the government thinks that it 
will not be required or should not be built until 2031. Major stakeholders, such as the RAC, argue that that rail 
link from the airport is a priority and should be built much, much sooner than 2031. On this basis, the 
government’s 20-year blueprint for Maylands lacks vision. The airport link needs to be built within 10 years, not 
20 years.  
That link has implications for the development of Bayswater township, the centre of the town and the train 
station, and I will talk about that in a bit more detail. The key bus stop that services Bayswater train station is 
located north of the railway underpass, but it is not on the main town side of the train line. Therefore, the bus 
stop for the bus that brings passengers, including many schoolchildren, from north and north western areas 
through Morley and across my electorate to Bayswater train station does not allow safe and easy access to the 
train station. The dual-use cycle path, which is very well used by cyclists, many of whom are commuters to the 
city, stops suddenly short of the train station on both sides. This forces cyclists travelling in both directions to 
cycle through the train station car park, where there are moving cars, or onto Whatley Crescent, where there is 
more traffic and many more parked cars. Is any of the $20 million in the bicycle transport line item in the budget 
intended to be spent on improving the principal shared path network within a 15-kilometre radius of the CBD, 
including that part of the cycleway?  

The government’s budget announced a plan to upgrade Bayswater train station, and presumably that work will 
begin sometime this year. But the train station upgrade, if it is to proceed fully in the way that it should, will be 
pretty meaningless without a commitment from the government to build the airport link. They are interlinked and 
therefore should happen concurrently. I will be very interested to see what portion of the total $6.2 million 
allocated to upgrade Ashfield, Bayswater, Guildford and Maddington rail stations will go to the upgrade of 
Bayswater train station. In the absence of the airport link, this could just be a cosmetic tuck rather than a major 
change, and that will not help the citizens of my electorate and the commuters who go to work every morning. 

This budget has no commitment from the Liberal–National government to train users on the Midland line who 
overwhelmingly want the government to immediately order and purchase new train carriages. Last month, I 
asked residents and commuters to detail their experiences travelling on the Midland line as it passes through my 
electorate. All but one of the people who responded said that they had experienced train overcrowding. Almost 
all the respondents classified the train overcrowding as either very bad or bad. They want the government to 
immediately purchase more train carriages for the Midland line. They told me that the impact this kind of 
overcrowding had on them included being late for work. One lady said that she had actually lost a job because 
she was late for work three times because the trains were late and she could not get on them. Other impacts were 
people having their bags and bodies stuck in train doors, people having to step off the train to let other 
commuters off, distressed and aggressive behaviour from other commuters—peak-time aggression, or train 
rage—and a fear of falling over in the train because there are not enough straps or poles to hang on to. Peak-hour 
trains on the Midland line are currently operating at 80 per cent and are projected to operate at 93 per cent 
capacity by 2016. After the 15 new three-car sets are delivered to the Perth rail network by 2016, the system will 
still be five cars short of expected demand. Commuters want a solution and an end in sight to the problem of 
train overcrowding. Last year, about 700 commuters from Maylands signed petitions calling on the government 
to address the problem of train overcrowding, but still there is nothing in this budget to help. 
I have previously pointed out that the Liberal Party promised to double the number of car parking bays at train 
stations in the Maylands electorate. That would require the construction of 720 new bays. Work has started on 
170 bays, but just this week I was made aware that these will be delayed. I received the following promise from 
the Minister for Transport’s office in February this year. Firstly, the new parking area, which has 26 bays, on the 
Railway Parade side of the track extending to the level crossing was to be completed in May 2012. Now it is not 
expected to be finalised until October—that is, five months later. Secondly, the two other parking areas, which 
are currently used unofficially and need resurfacing, were to be completed in October 2012 but are now not 
likely to be finalised until December at the earliest. I fear that it will be a much later date than December. Again, 
there is no commitment for Maylands.  

I will move to another issue, that of antisocial behaviour and policing in my electorate. In Bayswater, my 
residents have been having problems with some pockets of antisocial behaviour. I was emailed by a constituent 
whose house had been burgled over the Christmas period for the third time that year. This constituent has a 
house alarm. In January, another constituent visited my office asking for help to tackle escalating antisocial 
behaviour in Halliday Park. She said that the number of people drinking in large groups and the frequency with 
which they were meeting had increased. Groups of up to 40 and 50 young people were meeting at the park three 
or four nights a week. I was informed that the increase in the number of young people congregating in the park 
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included at-risk teenagers who had been displaced through Operation Safe Place at the Burswood and Lathlain 
train stations. On 19 January, I wrote to the City of Bayswater informing it about these concerns and asking for 
extra security watch patrols. In February in the state Parliament, I drew the government’s attention to the fact 
that crime, particularly burglaries, in my electorate has increased significantly over the past few years. Over the 
past three years, there has been an increase of 73 per cent in Bedford, 48 per cent in Embleton, 40 per cent in 
Bayswater and 58 per cent in Morley. It should be noted that for about a month over summer, police and the City 
of Bayswater committed at least 43 000 additional policing hours to concentrate on home burglaries in 
Bayswater and Maylands. The results of Operation Bacchus show that burglaries actually increased. In 
Maylands, burglaries increased by 14 and Inglewood had an increase of six burglaries over that time. By the 
way, motor vehicle theft also increased. In Bayswater, it went up by 13, in Maylands there were an extra eight 
and in Embleton there were another three. 

In early March, I held a street corner meeting for residents. They discussed and shared very distressing stories 
and the strong desire for action. On 15 March, I attended the West Metropolitan Crime Forum in Mirrabooka and 
asked the Commissioner of Police to guarantee that Bayswater Police Station would remain open. Assistant 
Commissioner Stephen Brown said that, although there were no plans to close the station in the next couple of 
years, it would be a lie to say that police had not looked at closing the station and that that discussion would take 
place. On 20 March, I submitted a series of questions on notice to the Minister for Police to look at police 
response times to call-outs in the suburbs. On 4 May, the minister responded by saying that he would not waste 
police resources preparing answers to my questions. 
The following week, Linda Savage, East Metropolitan Region MLC, asked the Minister for Energy representing 
the Minister for Police whether he knew that Operation Safe Place had moved on young people to Bayswater. 
The minister is so out of touch that he replied that there was no evidence to suggest any significant increase in 
volume crime within a 300-metre radius of Halliday Park during Operation Safe Place. He also said that patrols 
were conducted on a regular basis due to the proximity of Halliday Park to the Bayswater train and police 
stations. That is a claim that residents hotly dispute. 

I held a community meeting and barbecue with 30 local residents, the City of Bayswater security watch, the 
mayor, Neighbourhood Watch and Bayswater police. Residents complained that police do not attend when they 
call the 131 444 number. In early April, I wrote to the City of Bayswater requesting that the next time the 
community met, on 19 May, the city provide a report of the number of call-outs made to security watch. As a 
result, the City of Bayswater is conducting 22 free security appraisals of local houses and installing a drop-gate 
at the park entrance so that police and security watch patrol cars can drive onto the park. The City of Bayswater 
has also reviewed lighting in the park and it can now be accessed by security watch officers. On 19 April, I again 
wrote to the police minister requesting a special police operation in and around Halliday Park. I have not yet 
received a response to that letter. On 1 May, in an attempt to determine the police awareness of and attendance to 
antisocial behaviour, I again submitted questions on notice to the police minister asking, for each of the calendar 
years 2010, 2011 and 2012, how many call-outs were made, how many incident reports were issued by police, 
what priority they were given, how many police attendances were made, and how many move-on notices were 
issued. I have not yet received the answers to those questions. I am pleased to say that over the following two 
days, 3 and 4 May, the police held an operation in and around Halliday Park, the Bayswater library, the RISE in 
Maylands and the local train stations. It involved 24 officers, two mounted police and one police dog. Thirty-two 
people were intercepted and a few move-on notices were issued. Last week, in conjunction with the City of 
Bayswater, I held another community meeting attended by 20 members of the community, the City of Bayswater 
security watch, the Mayor of Bayswater, Councillors Pittaway and Toldo, and the Neighbourhood Watch group. 
The police did not attend that meeting. 
In summary, the police station in Bayswater needs to remain open for front-line policing and there needs to be 
regular special operation night-time patrols by police of the antisocial hot spots in the Maylands electorate, 
including Halliday Park. None of that funding is currently in the budget and there are huge gaps for my residents. 

I would like to talk now about the Treasurer’s approach to the cost-of-living increases. I refer to an extract from 
the Treasurer’s speech. He said —  

… $52.5million in funding redirected from the Hardship Efficiency Program, which had been largely 
unsuccessful in substantially mitigating against the effects of electricity price increases. 

In other words, the Barnett government has axed the hardship efficiency program—HEP. It will end on 8 June. 
Let us look at the facts. Part of the money for that program that has been axed included $6.3 million that the 
Department of Housing received in its allocation for 2011–12 for a public and community housing sub-program. 
I go back to my days with the Western Australian Council of Social Service. Disconnection is one of the most 
difficult issues in terms of energy savings, efficiencies and cost. Many people who are unable to pay are in 
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Homeswest housing; they are in public and social housing. One of the big problems is that a lot of the equipment 
in, and the layout and design of, public housing was based on an old-fashioned model and these houses urgently 
require retrofitting. Very sensibly, the Liberal–National government put $6.3 million into the Department of 
Housing’s budget. I would like to know where that money will be spent now. What is it going to do? The aim of 
the program was to assist public housing tenants with the rising cost of utility bills, while reducing the 
greenhouse gas emissions caused by inefficient electric hot-water units. The program commenced and the 
department was progressing quite successfully with it. But it is gone; it is no longer doing that. I wonder where 
that $6.3 million has gone. Under HEP, households facing the disconnection of their electricity or gas service 
were referred to the saving power program and received an energy efficiency assessment through a home visit 
from an adviser who offered hardware or help with refitting their home if necessary. In my electorate, a not-for-
profit organisation called Environment House won the contract with Synergy 14 months ago and was to deliver 
3 000 home energy visits in WA this year. The program employed and trained 14 skilled advisers, but they are 
now jobless. It was capable of delivering long-term energy efficiency benefits and savings to householders. 
With winter fast approaching and with vulnerable Western Australians soon to be paying a 62 per cent higher 
price for electricity, the axing of the saving-power program is simply ridiculous. 

[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms L.L. BAKER: The householders who received an energy efficiency assessment under this program say that 
it helped them immensely to learn new behaviours about how to save energy. Both WACOSS and Synergy have 
recognised that the work being done by Environment House was best practice. This government has provided no 
evidence to substantiate the claim that HEP has been largely unsuccessful. To add insult to injury, Environment 
House asked Synergy on a number of occasions to review its saving power program because it was very 
confident that it would continue to deliver long-term benefits. This view is supported by WACOSS. An analysis 
of similar programs in Perth shows ongoing savings of up to $340 a year for households. This is a substantial 
saving for householders and the community as a whole. In the budget lockup, the Treasurer evidently said, 
“There’s a big cash prize for anyone in this room who has ever heard of HEP before or who knows what it did. It 
certainly took me some time to find out.” I would submit that that is probably because the Treasurer does not 
need to access the hardship efficiency program! In fact, when I heard the Treasurer on the radio last week, he did 
not know what a low-income figure was. He gave an incredibly difficult to understand explanation and never 
actually managed to come up with a figure. Under the WACOSS model, it is $43 316 a year for a family of four 
on a fixed income. Outside all those economic arguments, this is a bizarre change of policy by a government that 
claims that handouts are not a good way of helping people and that the only way to really help people is to show 
them how to fix their own problems. Something that has been completely overlooked is that people who receive 
HEP visits become empowered and can make savings that are long lasting. It is like the old saying: if you give 
someone a fish, you feed them for a day; if you teach them how to fish, you feed them for a lifetime. I do not 
understand how this government can have so totally rejected what I understood to be one of its central 
philosophies. 

I would like to now talk briefly about funding for school infrastructure. The state government has made a 
commitment to spend $57.8 million on upgrading and building schools across the whole of the state. I would like 
to know how many of them are in the Maylands electorate. I suspect that there is none. When I did a calculation 
of the amount the federal government had spent on schools in my electorate in the last 18 months, I found that it 
had spent nearly $14 million. That is an astonishing figure. But two schools in my electorate still desperately 
need help. John Forrest Secondary College is now an independent public school. It is doing amazing things. It 
has a great principal and great kids. It desperately needs to be rebuilt. Where is the funding to rebuild the major 
senior high school in my electorate? Little Embleton Primary School has an alliance with Durham Road School. 
Durham Road School deals with severely and profoundly handicapped children. It is an incredible school. I 
cannot tell members how fantastic the work done by this school is. A centre has been built in the playground at 
Embleton Primary School where the Durham Road kids spend some of their week. There is great interaction 
between the kids from Durham Road School and the mainstream kids from Embleton Primary School, but there 
is no money to finish that playground. Seriously, that is not good enough. The minister needs to step in and find 
the funding. 

Another program that has been cut is the First Click program, which was established in 2001 by a WA Labor 
government to provide learning resources and grants to not-for-profit community organisations to deliver 
community literacy lessons, especially for seniors and people seeking employment or returning to the workforce. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: It is a great program. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: It is a fantastic program. In fact, WACOSS ran the First Click program for about five or six 
years when it was first funded. We had huge success with First Click. My colleague the member for Morley will 
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know that just outside my electorate is the Morley Training Centre. We both sat on the board of the Morley 
Training Centre. It has lost funding for this program, which was a vital part of the work it was doing. There is no 
alternative now. That funding has gone. That is a great loss for the unemployed, the people returning to the 
workforce and the seniors’ First Click was meant to service and was successfully servicing.  

Mention has been made tonight of the increasing poverty, particularly among working Western Australians. 
Reverend Austin Sanderson of the Spiritualist Church in my electorate comes to see me regularly to chat about 
what is happening. He is most distressed due to the increasing number of people who approach his church 
desperate for emergency accommodation. He said this has never happened in the past. Other churches such as 
the Anglican and Catholic Churches are sending people to his church to help find them accommodation. People 
are not just poor; they are destitute because they cannot afford to pay their bills simply because the cost of living 
has gone out of control in Western Australia. There is no money in the budget to provide emergency 
accommodation for people in this situation. I certainly cannot tell Reverend Austin Sanderson there is money to 
help solve his problems or those of the people he works with.  

Finally, I would like to talk about a community that in our state has been neglected and is not being responded to 
effectively by this government. Many assumptions are made by the general community about heterosexuality 
and the experience of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans-gender and intersex community. I will say GLBTI after 
this. When these assumptions are combined with an overall lack of education and information in the general 
community, the opportunity for misinformation, bias and distrust is obvious. Our community needs to better 
understand the biological characteristics of sex and gender to overcome discrimination faced by GLBTI people. 
GLBTI people in this state are 14 times—14 times—more likely to attempt suicide than their peers. The rates of 
depression are more than five times higher among trans-gender people and 3.5 times higher among lesbians, gay 
and bisexual people than the general population. The GLBTI service providers have limited resources; however, 
their research indicates that demand for services in education, health and wellbeing for GLBTI people far 
outweighs the current capacity of either targeted or mainstream services. This lack of services is most evident 
when considering the demand for mental health services and, in particular, suicide prevention strategies. Recent 
studies, both here and in other states, have indicated a need for a focused approach to GLBTI issues. This 
government should spend some of the budget funds to strengthen the policies within mainstream services that 
offer suicide prevention advice and to make sure the staff there are trained and can deal with the specific needs 
of this part of our community.  

A recent study conducted at La Trobe University indicated that most GLBTI people experience some form of 
homophobic abuse incident, 75 per cent in fact, most of which occur at school. Most of these incidents occur at 
schools that have no policy or an unknown policy context. Only Victoria and New South Wales have a direct 
education policy solely on these issues. Tasmania has an indirect policy but an indirect policy is not an ideal way 
to combat severe, systemic institutional homophobia. The Western Australian Equal Opportunity Commissioner 
has recently released a set of fact sheets designed for staff, students, parents and carers on challenging sexuality 
and gender-based bullying in schools. The material is an ideal first step, but much more needs to be put in place. 
We need policies in government high schools that directly address GLBTI issues, particularly around bullying, 
and we need to work out how to improve this focus within the private school system. We need general 
practitioners trained in the specific target group and the characteristics of the target group so that they can 
manage their interaction with GLBTI people much better. We need also to immediately introduce awareness 
training for mainstream mental health and suicide prevention service providers. Finally, this government needs 
to provide resources for targeted GLBTI mental health and suicide prevention services programs.  

In summary, this is a budget that fails the community of Maylands on many, many fronts. I have covered 
transport; I have talked about antisocial behaviour and the need for more policing hours. I have talked about 
emergency relief and the lack of emergency accommodation, and tonight I have tried to cover the issues of most 
concern to my constituents. Far more detail will come with the estimates process and I look forward to 
questioning this government on exactly where any benefit can be found for the residents of Maylands in this 
Liberal–National government’s budget.  

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo) [9.15 pm]: I am very pleased to speak tonight on the 2012–13 state budget. As 
have my other colleagues, I congratulate the Treasurer, Hon Christian Porter, on bringing down a very well 
balanced budget that continues to build on the future development of our state in a very responsible way. I will 
name the member for Joondalup because he gauges the announcements of this government by whether its 
members place paid advertisements in the local newspaper. He believes that because three or four members on 
this side of the house did not pay for a full-page advertisement, we do not support the budget. I have news for the 
member for Joondalup. Members on this side of the house support the budget 100 per cent. We may not spend 
our money in a local newspaper, but we send out direct mail and use other ways to advise our electors on the 
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state of the budget and how it is meeting its targeted needs. We do not use the local paper to converse with our 
constituents; we do it on a more personal level and inform them directly.  

The residents in my electorate of Wanneroo will benefit directly from the investment in a number of areas, 
including health, education, small business and families and seniors. I refer to the health sector, which the 
member for Joondalup is always very critical of, mainly because I think his time in this house is drawing to a 
close. The Joondalup Health Campus will become one of the largest hospitals in this state and it is very well run. 
It does pretty much everything a tertiary hospital does. We built it; we have the management running very well 
out there and the build for the new private wing as well as the public part of the hospital is well on track to open 
either later this year or early next year. The residents in my electorate are very appreciative of another 
$27 million in this budget for the continued construction of the Joondalup Health Campus. In fact, in March this 
year I attended the official opening of the 16 new operating theatres and the intensive care unit and high 
dependency coronary care unit at the Joondalup Health Campus. If members who were in the house at the time 
remember rightly, the member for Joondalup said that the public health service at Joondalup does not do 
coronary care. That is another furphy that the local member for Joondalup is trying to play up in the electorate. 
The new facilities are state of the art. I was there with Minister Kim Hames. We went upstairs to look at the 
theatres and the coronary care area. They are equipped with space-age technology. They are very worthy. 
I do not wish anyone to visit there as a patient; but it is good to go there and see those facilities because, as part 
of this government’s $230 million expansion of those services, the Joondalup, Wanneroo, Ocean Reef, Kingsley 
and Mindarie electorates will be very well catered for when this hospital is fully up and running later this year.  
Building on last year’s public transport budget, this government has allocated just over $92 million for the 
construction of the northern suburbs rail extension to Butler. This government designed and is building that 
extension to the railway line north to Butler so that more people can get to work on public transport. It was only 
a pipedream for the previous government, and it was definitely never on anybody’s agenda prior to the last 
election. I congratulate the Minister for Transport, Hon Troy Buswell, for pushing ahead with public transport in 
my area.  

The government has also responded to try to alleviate some traffic congestion in the Graham Farmer Freeway 
tunnel and on the Mitchell Freeway, with $57 million being allocated to add a third lane in both directions to the 
tunnel and to construct an additional lane from the tunnel to Hutton Street. I am also pleased that as part of that 
process we are going to extend the Mitchell Freeway northbound lane from Hepburn Avenue to Hodges Drive, 
which has been allocated $29 million. Members might be wondering why I am talking about that part of the 
freeway when I am the member for Wanneroo. That is because people in my electorate use that freeway not only 
to get to work in the city, but also to go through the city and out to Canning Vale. I would like to thank the 
Treasurer and the Minister for Transport for listening and responding to my concerns about the area, because the 
Mitchell Freeway working group committee which I and the member for Ocean Reef are on and of which the 
member for Ocean Reef is the chair has begun some very good consultation. I expect that later this year—it will 
last only about four or five months; it is a very small window of public consultation—we will have a very good 
report to present to the Minister for Transport.  

In the area of education, I can only say that this government has been outstanding for schools in my electorate. 
The new Banksia Grove high school was announced earlier this year. The land was purchased late last year, and 
the ground breaking for the school will, I think, start in January next year. The facility will cost about 
$45 million, and it will obviously house year 7s and year 8s in its first year. Although it has been situated just off 
Pinjar Road in Banksia Grove, most of the northern part of my electorate—the suburbs of Tapping, Carramar 
and Ashby—will benefit from that absolutely tremendously. Other new schools in my electorate will be the 
Pearsall primary school, which will open next year as a K–7; the Spring Hill site, which we built as a K–2, will 
go to a K–7 as of next year; and Tapping Primary School will revert to a K–7—at the moment it is a 1–7. The 
education department, through the Minister for Education, is going absolutely great guns for me. The minister 
was in my electorate only a few weeks ago to visit the high school after I made my grievance, and she also 
visited East Wanneroo Primary School. The teachers at and the principals of those schools were very delighted 
to see the minister come along. Unfortunately, it was a rainy day, but we were able to get around the school and 
look at some of the challenges that the school has. They are not big issues; it is just that the school is dated—it 
has been there since 1977—and needs some modernising. I will be happy to see how that performs over the 
coming months, if not the coming years, to see how far we go with that.  

There are hundreds of small businesses in my electorate. The suburb of Wangara, which is a light industrial 
estate, is in my electorate, as is part of Gnangara industrial estate, as well as the newer industrial estate of 
Neerabup. The small business people in my electorate will obviously derive a big benefit from and will be 
delighted about the payroll tax relief, which will be worth about $135 million. I am sure that a lot of those 
businesses will be very happy to receive that payroll support and will be able to invest it back into their 
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businesses, whether through the purchase of new equipment or being able to offer some more facilities for 
people to work at.  

Families and seniors in my electorate will also benefit. Once again, we are providing the seniors’ rebate. An 
amount of $29 million has been provided for the 10 child and parent centres across the state, one of which will 
be in my electorate at Banksia Grove. It will be a very good one. I know that the principal up there, Brett Lewis, 
is very happy and very pleased to have that child and parent centre in his school and to be one of the first to run 
that program. It will be a one-stop shop providing programs and support, as we know, aimed at ensuring that 
young children receive the best possible start to life. Not everybody achieves that, and in Banksia Grove and just 
around there, there are some students for whom the school is their only form of protection. It is the only place in 
the community where some children feel safe and are able to be looked after by the adults around them, as 
opposed to being kicked around or knocked around. I support the child and parent centres and I am very keen to 
see that one up and running as soon as possible. 

The new cost-of-living payment, as I said before, has been allocated $286 million over four years. Without a 
doubt, a further $7.6 million for the hardship utility grant scheme will definitely assist people in my electorate 
who are low-income earners to pay their household electricity bills. Eligible households with two dependent 
children will receive approximately $507 in concession payments over 2012–13, which is really good news. The 
seniors’ rebate will go up to $155.25 for a single person, and $232.90 for a couple. I congratulate the government 
for doing that. There will also be an increase of $200, to $400, in the seniors’ safety and security rebate, 
which is a very well structured program. It works very well for the seniors in my electorate, and they appreciate 
all the efforts of this government and these ministers on their behalf. The Minister for Police, who is in the house 
tonight, knows Wanneroo only too well because he still has some very strong links to the Wanneroo electorate. I 
often see him going through the Wanneroo show and other events that we have; it is always good to know that 
people in cabinet know about this electorate—my electorate—and can actually stand up for it.  
This state budget was excellent, and it has really tangible benefits for the vast majority of constituents in my 
electorate now and definitely into the future.  

MR I.M. BRITZA (Morley) [9.28 pm]: I rise to comment on the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) 
Recurrent 2012–13 Bill 2012 and the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Capital 2012–13 Bill 2012 and the 
budget delivered by this government, which brought, in spite of the economic climate we are experiencing, a 
great deal of stability, steadiness and security to our state. Of course, the opposition has lived up to its name and 
has opposed as much as it has been able to in the time given to it, but with all of its bleating, moaning, 
whingeing and complaining about the budget, it has been overwhelmingly accepted and acknowledged as a fair, 
just, adequate and balanced financial account of our state’s finances.  

Are some people experiencing difficulty? Absolutely. There will always be people who will experience 
difficulty, some through no fault of their own; others, quite frankly, by choice. I think as a government we have 
to help those people who are genuinely struggling, no matter the situation. We obviously do not believe in a 
complete welfare state; however, we have a responsibility to help those people who are struggling. When the 
government gave $600 million towards the social area last year, it was a delightful demonstration that this 
government does in fact care. Although it appears that we get told every week that this government does not 
care, in fact it does. The fact is that there are members on both sides of the house who care, so whenever I hear 
this rubbish being belted out that we do not care and that we are rubbish and this, that and the other, I think it is 
the rhetoric coming out again. Of course the government has had to deal with cost-of-living issues over the past 
couple of years, but I am delighted that the cost of living will go up by only 3.5 per cent. Of course, in my 
electorate seniors are the biggest issue. They represent an enormous proportion of my electorate and I listen to 
what they have to say. They are thankful that the cost-of-living rebate has been increased by an additional 
$5.7 million over four years and that an additional $2.8 million has been added to extend the seniors’ security 
rebate, which I thought I could access because my wife and I have moved into a house that has no security 
whatsoever, except our prayers. I think we ought to get a big dog. Maybe we can borrow your dog, Rex, every 
now and again, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr J.M. Francis)! We have security people coming on Monday and the 
police have been extremely supportive of us. However, I share the concern that seniors in my electorate have 
about security, and I will touch on that in a minute. 

The small businesses in the electorate that have been struggling have been given assistance via $128 million in 
tax relief. For anyone in small business, that is a delightful addition to assist them. 

One portfolio that seems to cop a hammering is social housing. We do it nicely, but the opposition is more firm 
with the Minister for Housing. It is a most difficult portfolio. I am delighted that this government will spend 
$12 million on social housing to support our local communities by targeting unacceptable behaviour in public 
housing to ensure that tenants are held accountable for their behaviour. This is a huge issue in my electorate. It is 
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a bittersweet issue because no-one likes to see a family tossed out on the street because of unacceptable 
behaviour when children are involved. The neighbours on a street in my electorate are rejoicing tonight because 
for the last two nights they have been able to sleep in peace without seven children running over their roofs, 
throwing rocks at their cars, breaking windows, putting out the lights in the street and breaking and entering 
houses and stealing food. This has been going on and on and that family was able to stay right where they were. I 
thank the authorities that be that suddenly the Minister for Housing has been able to really put the pressure where 
it needs to be applied and that the street is now free of a family that has caused enormous havoc. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Don’t you now need to know what happens to that family? 

Mr I.M. BRITZA: Before I come to that, this is not an isolated case. All over the metropolitan area people are 
living in public housing and not taking advantage of the grace that has been given to them by successive 
governments. That family was sent to emergency housing and must deal with whatever it has to from there. I 
accept that this is an issue, but that does not mean that the family should have remained where it was to cause 
havoc to the other residents in the street. However, everyone in that family went to a hostel and there are plans to 
take care of them. 

I am delighted that this government has decided to spend over $180 million to refurbish Royal Perth Hospital. In 
the last election that issue was of enormous importance to my constituents because that is the hospital that 
everyone in my electorate thinks of going to when something goes wrong. I had a heart operation there and I am 
delighted to say that I was treated like a prince. I am delighted that the money has been well spent on that place 
because the people in my electorate in particular and the surrounding electorates look to Royal Perth Hospital to 
meet the needs of the ageing population. The hospital gives people some security. 

I publicly acknowledge the member for Nollamara because she said a couple of things that I agree with. The 
issue of not having many local doctors is important. Nollamara has now come into my new electorate. As I have 
visited the electorate, I have seen exactly the same thing occurring and have heard it being said. However, the 
member made a mistake. I can speak without any fear of interjection because the member is not here. She said 
that we had taken away money from the Department for Child Protection, which is absolutely incorrect. Extra 
funding of $15 million has been given to child protection in 2012–13 and $63.1 million over four years, taking 
DCP’s budget to $536 million. That is an outstanding effort for a government that is told continually that it does 
not care. We do care. We care for children who have no place in which to fight their issues. 
I will begin my conclusion—that will give everyone here hope tonight—by highlighting four areas very quickly 
and acknowledging our government, especially regarding Camboon Primary School. Most schools have been 
celebrating the Building the Education Revolution program, which is run by the federal government, but our 
government paid for the new administration building at Camboon Primary School. I was with the Minister for 
Education last week when we officially opened it, and it is outstanding. All schools want libraries and 
classrooms, but what I hear most from primary schools is that they want a new administration centre. I was 
delighted to see this new school get its new administration building. Camboon Primary School is an independent 
public school. It did not become an IPS straightaway; it became an IPS after the third time it applied. A lot of 
schools whinge about not being granted IPS status because they have failed the application process, but they 
simply have not done their homework. It is a wonderful initiative and Camboon Primary School is not looking 
backwards. It has an excellent school council. 

Morley Senior High School needs its science rooms refurbished because they are terrible. In fact, the classrooms 
are a disgrace. I am looking forward to reminding the Minister for Education how much we need those 
classrooms to be refurbished so that the students can use them properly. The classrooms are an unsafe 
environment in which to work. However, the school still has a wonderful record and is going strong. 

The Morley/Noranda Recreation Centre serves the sporting culture of the electorate through bowls, darts and a 
strong TAB service. Maybe I should avail myself of that TAB service; it is going pretty well. The club, through 
its president, Mr John Payne, is planning to extend its facilities to provide extra room for the club’s activities. 
That is something that the government is interceding with on the club’s behalf. 
I will close by speaking about the necessary improvements to Morley Police Station, which is a vital necessity in 
my electorate. I often hear the member for Nollamara bleating about Ballajura Police Station. That is not a police 
station; it is a shopfront. It is an absolute disgrace to give the impression that it is a police station. That is not 
right. The police are saying they need to be mobile so that when they are told there is an issue, they can get to it 
as quickly as they can. Three weeks ago on a Friday night I rode in a police car with the local sergeant and I saw 
all the jobs that were being done. I thought it was set up because everywhere I turned there were police cars. I 
thought that the police had done that on purpose to give me the impression that they were on the job. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: You must have been delighted. 
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Mr I.M. BRITZA: Maybe it was divine providence intervening! 
I have been doorknocking around Nollamara. People told me not to do it by myself, but I have been doing it by 
myself and I have to say that I have seen police cars every single time I have gone out doorknocking. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: That is because they are following you. You are a very suspicious man! 
Mr I.M. BRITZA: Maybe they have been told to look out for me! Maybe that is the case. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Watch that man in the gold tie! 
Mr I.M. BRITZA: “We have to look after him because we want him.” 
I have no doubt that people say that they never see a police car, but I cannot say that. They are cruising around 
the area. The member for Nollamara either implied that the police stay, or may have accused the police of 
staying, around only the hub. I do not believe that is true. I do not believe it for a second. I guess it is pretty hard, 
and people could say that because I was in the car, the police would not stay around the hub. I travel around my 
electorate constantly, and I do not see that. While the station deals with day-to-day actions, including processing 
people caught in the middle of criminal activities, its major role, along with the Mirrabooka station, is to 
constantly patrol the entire area from Scarborough to the east end of Morley. Burglary, particularly aggravated 
burglary, is a genuine issue that is constantly addressed by police. It is a big issue in our area, as it is across the 
metropolitan area. We sometimes get upset. Sometimes in my feeling of frustration, along with that of my 
constituents, I ask why there is no mandatory sentencing for aggravated burglary of people over 65. My heart is 
full of frustration and anger that these people are feeling helpless. I also understand that there is a way and a 
method of getting through this properly. Several of my constituents have been robbed in the middle of the day. I 
am pleased that this government takes this matter seriously. There is no doubt that law and order is the number 
one issue in my electorate, and one that I will continually be vocal about. I believe that our government is serious 
about, and is constantly looking for ways to deal with, this alarming rise in criminal activity, and I am delighted 
to be part of the answer.  

In closing, I want to confirm that I believe that the member for — 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I am going to count how many times you said “delighted” tonight. 

Mr I.M. BRITZA: I am just trying to give members hope. The member for Maylands was correct in what she 
said about the Morley Training Centre. It is in my electorate. It is an absolute shame and a disaster that it is not 
receiving finances. Finances have been taken away from an organisation that has proved itself faithful. It has all 
its records, everything is in line and it is helping seniors groups, who do not know where to turn when it comes 
to technology. Its record is straight, but in a heartbeat its funding has just gone. I want to fight for it because it 
does not deserve this. I believe that no warning was given. It seems to have happened very quickly. Peter Webb 
and Karen Hackett, who work at that place, need to be commended. My seniors need to have a voice—they have 
loud voices also. 
In closing, I want to say how delighted, proud and honoured I am that our government has delivered a budget 
that is worthy of support.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House). 
 


